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CHAPTER 1
Introduction

11  THE PLAN

The El Dorado County Water Agency (Water Agency) directed that a Water Resources Development
and Management Plan (Plan) be prepared for El Dorado County (County) consistent with the proposed
General Plan land use development alternatives. The Plan is designed to coordinate water resource
plamning activities within the County and to identify actions and water resource alternatives to meet the
water needs in El Dorado County. The Plan records in one document the water supply needs of the
entire county including the five water purveyors and those areas presently un-served by a purveyor, and
identifies potential technical, environmental, and institutional constraints for each water resource

alternative.

The Plan as developed relies on available information provided by various County departments, the five
water purveyors operating within El Dorado County, and is designed to reflect the population and land
development projections in the concurrently developed proposed County General Plan. For each
‘purveyor’s service area and for the-currently un-served areas, water demand projection are estimated,

| water supply shortages identified, water supply sources énd infrastructure options evaluated, and actions
and infrastructure improvements recommended. Projected needs and improvements are estimated to
2025 and a range of possible needs and irnﬁrovements are estimated to accommodate build-out of the

County General Plan.
The primary goals of the Plan are to:
= (Coordinate various wafer resoufce planning efforts within El Dorado County
* Be consistent with proposed General Plan land use develobment alternatives
* Document the projected water needs of the county through 2025 and beyond
» Identify actions and water resource alternatives to meet water needs of El Dorado County

= Identify potential technical, environmental, and institutional constraints for each water resource

alternative

June 2003 El Derado County Water Agency
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1. Infroduction

» Develop water resource alternatives that have general local support
» Develop a phasing and implementation plan to the year 2025

This Plan is not an immutable approach to meeting the county’s water needs in the future. As presented,
the Plan is based on current infon_‘nation. Current activities, such as discussions with the Sacramento
Municipal Utility District (SMUD) and other parties, and future studies and decisions by the County and
the individual purveyors may require the revision of reconnnéndations coming out of this report. This
Plan was prepared in three phases: Phase I consisted of data gathering, Phase I consisted of plan
development, and Phase Il is the action plan where the phasing and implementation recommendations

- will be presented. The Plan report is based on currently available information. The Plan should be
reviewed at least every five years and be updated as necessary with inlformation developed or actions

taken during the intervening period.

12 COORDINATING COMMITTEE

A coordinating committee was established by the Water Agency to provide the benefit of local
knowledge and expertise to development of the Plan. The committee consisted of representatives of the
five water purveyors, the Water Agency, and affected County departments (Planning, Agriculture |

" Commissioner, County Surveybr, Transportation). A series of six meetings were held to review project
status and work product and to receive comments from the committee. The members of the
.Coérdinating Committee were all knowledgeable of the issues involved in water planning in El Dorado
County and, because of their 10051 knoWledge, proVided a valuable resource in helping guide the

direction of the Plan. Members participating in the Coordinating Committee are listed in Appendix B.

1.3 COORDINATION WITH GENERAL PLAN

Concurrent with development of this Plan, El Dorado County is preparing a full environmental review

* of the proposed General Plan pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and prior to
adoption of the General Plan. Analysis of future water use and water supply needs is part of the

: environmental review; thelfefore, it was necessary to coordinate closely with the preparers of the
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) to assure the consistency of water-related data used in the two
planning efforts. Coordination with the EIR process is described in Section 4, which deals with ﬁ;tzlre

~ water demands.

El Corado County Water Agency June 2003
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1. Introduction

1.4  PUBLIC OUTREACH

A public involvement program was designed to involve the community in the development of the Plan.
Siakeholder lists were developed and informational flyers were mailed; in addition, press releases and
meeting notices were published in local newspapers. An evening ijublic forum workshep was held in
Placerville to present the planning process and to elicit comments from the public on issues of concern.
An additional outreach effort was developed in connection with release of the draft plan and its

presentation to the Board of Directors. The Public Outreach process is described in Chapter 7.

15  PARTICIPATING AGENCIES

The five major water providers operating within El Dorado County and briefly described below are:
» El Dorado Irrigati;)nDi;trici-:
= Georgefown Divide Public Utility District
»  Grizzly Flats Community Services District
= South Tahoe Public Utility District
= Tahoe City Public Utility District

In addition, there are several small mutual water companies and over 150 small self supplied users that
have not provided data for this report. Figure 1-1 is a map of El Dorado County showing the locations

of the major purveyors.

151 EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT
. The El Dorado Trrigation District (EID) was formed on October 5, 1925 to provide irrigation water to
farmers in the area, and domestic water to the City of Placerville. Upon formation, the District assumed

ownership of many old mining ditches, the primary conveyance facilities.

" Construction of the Sly Park Unit of the Central Valley Project (CVP) was completed in 1955, and EID
then assumed the responsibility for operation and maintenance of the project, pursuant to a contract with
the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR). The principal water supply source for EID is still Sky Park
Reservoir. With the addition of new water contracts with the USBR from Folsom Reservoir in the early
1960s, the District has grown to its current size of 136,857 acres, reflecting the growth in western El
Dorado County.

June 2003 E| Darado County Water Agency
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1. Introduction

Over the years, EID has changed from serving mainly agriculture to one that equally serves rapidly
growing residential, commercial, and industrial sectors. EID has also added to its mission by
purchasing a hydroelectric generating project, providing sewer service to portions of the District, as well
as 0pérating and maintaining recreational facilities at Sly Park. Virtually all the water used in the

District is from surface water sources.

1.5.2 GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

GDPUD is located east of Auburn and northwest of Placerville comyprising 75,000 acres along the -
northerly boundary of El Dorado Couqty‘ The water system serving the Georgetown Divide was
initiated in the 1850s. It involvgd miles of flumes and canals bringing water from high mountain basins
down rgged canyon walls 0 the gold fields of Georgetown, Gr_eenwood, Cool, Garden Valley, and
Kelsey. When hydraulic mining was outlawed in the 1880s, water use changed to agriculture. Without
gold mining, the private companies which owned the ditches could not generate enough revenue to
maintain the extensive system and the communities on the Divide were often without water for weeks at

a time. Finally, in 1946 the residents of the Divide created GDPUD 1o ensure a reliable water supply.

Stumpy Meadows Reservoir was built in 1962 to provide a more reliable supply of water to the homes
and ranches on the Divide. Construction of the reservoir eliminated the need for 20 miles of high

country flume on steep mountain slopes.

_1.5.3 GRIZZLY FLAT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

The El Dorado County Board of Supervisors established GFCSD on October 27, 1987, pursuant to
Resolution 387-87. The formation of GFCSD involved taking ox./er the water rights and facilities from
the privately-owned Grizzly Park Water Company. GFCSD is authorized to supply its inhabitants with
water for domestic, irrigation, sanitary, industrial, fire protection, and recreational purposes. The
District diverts surface water from several sources under pre-1914 water rights and apprbpﬁati{fe water
rights permits to a raw water storage reservoir from whence it is treated and distrdbt_lted. The District’s

service area includes the Grizzly Park subdivision and a few adjacent large perimeter parcels.

1.5.4  SOUTH TAHOE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT
STPUD was formed on September 28, 1950, and supplies drinking water and provides sewage
collection, treatment, and export to protect Lake Tahoe’s delicate ecosystem. The District’s water

system consists of groundwater wells, distribution pipelines, storage tanks, and booster pump stations;

June 2003 El Dorado County Water Agency
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1. Introduction

the wastewater system includes the collection system, treatment plant, 26 miles of recycled water export

pipeline.

1.5.5 TAHOE CITY PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT _

TCPUD was formed in 1938 and provides water, sewer, and recreational facilities to a portion of the
\.svest and north shore areas of Lake Tahoe. Up until the late 1980s, most of the water for the District
was diverted from the lake. Because of new regulations for surface water treatment, the District opted to
convert its supply to groundwater and springs. The District now relies entirely on groundwater to meet
normal demands, with diversions from Lake Tahoe remaining available for emergency use. Of the

District’s five discrete water supply systems, only the Rubicon System lies within El Dorado County.

1.5.6  EL DORADO COUNTY WATER AGENCY

EDCWA, not presently a water provider, was formed by special act of the state legislature in 1959. Its
boundaries are coterminous with those of El Dorado County and County officers and employees are ex-
officio officers and employees of the agency. Among EDCWA’s authorities are the power to contract
for water and to finance and construct, operate, and maintain works for the storage and transmission of
water; the Agency may contract for the sale of water to water purveyors, but is not permitted to retail
water directly to customers. The Agency has undertaken the role of overall county water planning. It is
the contracting agency for 15,000 acre-feet of PL-101-514 water (so called “Fazio” water) from the
USBR and is in the process of preparing the Environmental Impact Report/ Environmental Impact
Statement (EIR/EIS) for the water contract. The Agency will then enter into contracts with water

purveyors, principally EID and GDPUD, for use of this water.

1.6 REPORT QUTLINE

Water use, water supply, projected water demands, future infrastructure improvements and other water
related issues associated with individual water purveyors and with El Dorado County in general will be

discussed in the appropriate sect_ioné of this report.

A Conclusions and Recommendations section will precede the body of the report in the Final Report,
The conclusions and recommendations will be derived from the information devéloped in the body of
the report and from comments received after review of this Draft Report. The findings, conclusions,

and recommendations of the report will be summarized in a separate Executive Summary.

El Dorado County Water Agency . June 2003
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1. Introduction

This draft report is presented in seven sections and is intended to provide an understanding of the
assumptions and methodology used in arriving at Plan recommendations. Following this introductory

Chapter 1, the contents of the remaining report sections are briefly described below:

Chapter 2 — Historic Water Use: Current water use of the participating water purveyors, agriculture

and self supplied users, reclaimed water use, and conservation practices.

Chapter 3 — Existing Water Supply: Existing water supplies, rights, and contracts available to the

water purveyors.

Chapter 4 — Projected Water Demands: Water demands to meet the needs of the new proposed

County General Plan alternative and the process for arriving at the estimates.

Chapter 5 — Projected Water Supply Needs: Water supplies and projects needed to meet future water

demands and associated institutional issues.

Chapter 6 — Environmentai Constraints: Environment constraints affecting the selected water supply

alternatives.

Chapter 7 — Public Outreach: The public involvement process.
Appendices: |

Appendix A Bibliography

Appendix B Coordinating Committee Participants

Appendix C | Small Water Systems

Appendix D El Dorado County Water Demand Forecasts (Economic and Planning Systems, Inc.

Memorandum)
Appendix E  Water Supply Alternatives and Estimates
Appendix ' Master Memorandum of Understanding
Appendix G David Jones’ Drought Analysis

Appendix H ~ Public Outreach
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1. Introduction

Appendix 1 Environmental Constraints

Throughout the report, superscripts refer to the bibliography in Appendix A used as sources for the
report.

&l Dorado County Water Agency
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CHAPTER 2
Historic Water Use

21 INTRODUCTION

Historic water use figures were obtained from reports and summaries provided by the five water.
purveyors participating in development of the plan. These agencies are: El Dorado Irrigation District
(EID), Georgetown Divide Public Utilities District (GDPUD), Grizzly Flat Community Services District
(GFCSD), South Tahoe Public Utilities District (STPUD), and Tahoe City Public Utilities District
(TCPUD). Historic water use data provide the basis for forecasting future demand. The following -
subsections present the unit water demands for various categories of use, as determined by the water
purveyors, which are then applied to projected land use in the General Plan to estimate future water

demand.

Note: The historic use figures in thi$ chapter vary slightly in some cases from the base year figures
presented in Chapter 4. In this chapter, water use averages over a number of years are reported; in
Chapter 4, base year water demands are completed from using land use and water demand factors
developed in the water demand projection study. The variations do not affect the future demand

projections.

2.2  EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

EID issued an administrative draft of its Water Supply Master Plan, December 20017 and adopted its
2002 Update to the Water Supply and Demand Report, May 20022. The data presented in this chapter

are derived from these reports.

2.21 POTABLE WATER USE

Around April of each year, EID staff prepares an annual update to the Annual Supply and Demand
Report originally published in 1991. Tables 2-1, 2-2, and 2-3, taken from the 2002 Update, respectively
summarize water deliveries and consumption by years, and number of metered accounts and

consurnption by metered user categories. Raw water deliveries were 38,847 acre-feet in 2002 with

1 See Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 1
2 See Appendix A (Bibliography}, No. 2
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2. Historic Water Use

‘metered consurnption of 32,231 acre-feet; the difference is due to water used for various beneficial uses

and to unaccounted for water.

Beneficial uses are defined as water used for operational flushing, sewage lift station and collection

system flushing, private fire service, construction meters, and aesthetic maintenance.

Unaccounted for water is defined as water that is taken into the system from all of E1D’s main sources,
but which is not delivered to the consumers, put to beneficial use, or otherwise accounted for. EID has
reduced its unaccounted for water percentage over the past 10 years from over 21 percent in 1992, to 13

percent in 2001, surpassing the state goal of 15 percent or less for rural water districts such as EID.

_2.2.2 RECYCLED WATER USE

EID has delivered recycled water for industrial use and golf course irrigation for over 20 years. In the
past 10 years, the use of recycled water has been expanded to include median and park irrigation, and
more recently construction water and residential landscaping. Recycled water use for residential
landscaping will have a significant impact on the drinking water sﬁpplies. Approximately 60 percent of

the water demand for single -family dwellings is usc_ad for outside landscaping.

Table 2-4 and 2-5, taken from the 2002 Update, present the projected recycled water supply availability

and recycled water demands.

2.2.3 WATER CONSERVATION

EID has long pursued an active water conservation program including public information and
educational elements promoting efficient water use to the general public. The District ,alsd has
implemented' programs with quantifiable water savings; these include residential water audits, toilet
rebates, irrigation managemeﬁt services, plumbing retrofits, leak detection and repair, landscape water

audits, and commercial/industrial water audits.

2.2.4 AGRICULTURAL WATER USE

Agricultural water use within EID is discussed in Section 2.7 of this chapter.

El Dorado County Water Agency June 2003
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2. Historic Water Use

TABLE 2-1
WATER DELIVERY SUMMARY - EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

2000' 34,882 29,488 870 4,524
1999 35,496 30,262 405 4,829
1998 30,027 24,638 560 4,829
1997 35,748 30,263 5,485
1996 34,199 28,846 ' — 5,353
1995 30,062 - 25,373 - 4,689
1994 33,970 26,307 - 7,663
1993 30,324 ' 23,897 — 6,427
1992 32,220 25,273 6,947

Source: 2002 Update to the Water Supply and Demand Report.

Raw water diverted from all District water sources, and includes metered consumption, beneficial uses and unaccounted for water.

Paotable or raw water metered or measured and billed to District customers in the contiguous service area.

Water utilized for operational flushing, sewage lift station and collection system flushing, private fire services, construction meters and aesthetics maintenance.
Any water diverted into the piped or ditch systems that was not measured and billed to customers or otherwise accounted-for.

The unaccounted-for water percentage of the combined pipe and ditch systems in the contiguous service area. ‘

A meter malfunction was found to have over-billed 527 acre-feet of consumption, which has been adjusted and moved accordingly to unaccounted-for water,

™o 0 oTo
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2. Historic Water Use

TABLE 2-2
ACCOUNTS SUMMARY - EL. DORADQC IRRIGATION DISTRICT

SmgI;»Famny Resndentlal a 20937 21,07 ;1.530 Bl 21, 765 22,575 23:193 24,978 25,138 25, 802 ‘26 653
Slngle—Famlly Dual Potable® - . --- - - — -— -— - 29 399 804
Multi-F amily Resudantial - ‘ 203 ’ 477 484 482 489 511 523 946 1,002 1,024
(# of units served)® (3.869) - (4,459) {4,467) (4,469) (4,558) {5,020) {5,179} (5.721) {6,013) (6,033)
Multi-Family Dual Potable ] - . 4
(# of units served)® - - T o a - - T - {4)
Pomestic {rrigation 2,704 - 2,686 2,743 2,786 2,799 2,709 1,848 1,815 1,731 1,657
Small Farm Irrigation® S e - o - - e 19 82 144
Agriculturat Metered Irrigation {AMI)® 230 234 . 238 221 229 236 244 248 203 198
Recreational Turf Services - - - 83 ‘ 83 88 - 92 93 97 99
Commérciall!ndustriél' 821 ' 827 869 894 968 1,003 1,035 1,067 1,099 1,125
Municipal-Placerville 8 : 8 9 9 9 9 9 9 10 11
(# of City Accounts) (2.418) - (2,435) - {2,467) (2.478) - (2,564) {2,643) (2,602) (2,693) {2,786) (2,867)
Ditches : : - 131 133 122 -~ 102 102 - 101 87 89 87 94
Construction Meters® 65 65 65 65 65 65 - - - -

1

Source: 2002 Water Demand Update

MNotes:
. & The single-family residential, dual plumbed (potable and recycled) user categories were established i in 1999. These dwellings receive both potable water for indoor use and
recycled water for front and backyard irrigation.

b The increase in multi-family accounts and units in 1999 is due fo a shift in town homes and condos from the single-family category. A new billing system began accurately
identifying these as multi-famlly dwellings.

¢ The mutti-family residential, dual plumbed (potable and recycled) user categones were established in 2001, These dwellings receive both potable water for indoor use and
recycled water for front and backyard irrigation.

d The small farm user category was established in 1999. This rate allows small growers to ulilize their land and produce agricultural crops competitive with larger growers that
quatify for the AM| rate. -

e The number of AMI accounts dropped in 2000. As a result of non-replies to a mail survey and onsite field surveys, several accounts no longer qualified for the AMI rate and were
changed to a different rate category.

f  The industrial user category was eliminated in 1999. The industrial accounts are now included in the commercial/industrial user category.
g Beginning with 1998, construction meters have been moved to the beneficial uses category. The demands are system-wide and are thus distributed to the water supply regions.
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2. Historic Water Use

TABLE 2-3
PTION SUMMARY - EL DORADQ IRRIGATION DISTRICT

SingljiamiIMhRe.s:iL;Ii?\‘trial' T 8,575 8,626 T 9522 i ,

Single-Famity Dual Potable® - - — -— - 1 21 73
Multi-Family Residential ' 991 1,153 1,280 1,239 1,384 1,485 1,400 1,549 1,625 1,700
(# of units served)® :

Multi-Family Dual Potable - - -— em - - -— —_ -- 0
(# of units served) ¢ _

Domestic Irrigation 4,132 3,818 4,316 4,305 4,779 4,758 2,868 3,530 3,295 3,148
Small Farm Irrigation® - 33 278 521
Agricultural Metered irrigation (AMI) @ 6,340 5,348 5,798 3,882 4,895 5118 - 4,062 5,094 4,556 5,221
Recreational Turf Services : —- -— - 1,443 1,977 1,884 1,270 2,028 1,517 1,383
Commerciah’lr'ldustrialf 1,904 1,899 2,174 1,780 2,099 2,379 1,976 2,447 2,353 - 2,598
Municipal-Placerville 1,325 1,337 1,431 7 1,440 1,467 1,548 1,464 1,575 1,637 1,669
(# of City Accounts) ‘

Ditches : : 1,909 1,655 4,702 1,752 1,597 1,477 1,193 1,026 1,116 1,414

Construction Meters® 146 : — -

Dk

Source: 2002 Update (o the Water Supply & Dermand Report.

Notes: :

a The single-family residential, dual plumbed (potable and recycled) user categories were established in 1999. These dwellings receive both potable water for indoor use and
recycled water for front and back yard irrigation. ‘

b Theincrease in multi-family accounts and LUnits in 1999 is due to a shift in town homes and condos from the single-family category. A new biling system began accurately
identifying these as multi-family dwellings. -

¢ The multi-family residential, dual plumbed {potable and recycled) user categories were established in 2001. These dwellings receive both potable water for indoor use and
recycled water for front and back yard irrigation. : '

d  The small farm user category was established in 1999 This rate allows small growers to utilize their land and produce agricultural crops competitive with larger growers that
qualify for the AMI rate. _ :

e The number of AMI accounts dropped in 2000. As a result of non-replies to a mail survey and onsite figld surveys, several accounts no fonger qualified for the AMi rate and were
changed to a different rate category.

f  The industrial user category was eliminated in 1999. The industrial accounis are now included in the commercialfindustrial user category.

g Beginning with 1098, construction meters have been moved to the beneficial uses category. The demands are system-wide and are thus distributed to the water supply regions.
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2. Historic Water Use

TABLE 2-4:
SUMMARY OF 2001 RECYCLED SUPPLY AND DEMAND - EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

2001 Recycled Supply
2001 Recycled Demand

de

a EDHWWTP storage is not included in the total for 2001 as the flow is measured in the EDHWWTP infiuent flow supply for 2001.

b Base Lake supplemental water suppl6y meets demand in recycled system that cannot bemet from recycled sources.

- TABLE2-5
2001 DETAILED OF RECYCLED DEMANDS - EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

Smgle Family Dua! Recycled® 807 154.8 0.19

Multi-Family Duat Recycled® 4 0.0 . 0.00
Commercial/lndustrial

Landscape® 70 200 469.1 2.35
Recreational Turf® _ 3 280 886.3 , ‘ 3.17
Consfruction Meters ' 122 . - 905

a Not all Single-Family Dual accounts have a full year of usage.

b Muiti-Family Dual Recycled accounts are new as of 2001.

¢ Commercialfindustrial — Landscape accounts include parks, street medians, and commercial landscapes.

d  Commercialfindustrial — Recreahonal Turf accounts include the Serrano Golf Course (120110}, Executive Golf Course (120182), and Bass Lake Soccer Flelds {(119778).
June 2003 ’ El Borado County Water Agency
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2. Historic Water Use

2.3  GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

Historic demands for GDPUD were suppli.ed by the District in summary form. Existing water demand
is made up of current water sales plus latent demand. Latent demand is defined as current inactive
meters plus non-metered parcels within assessment districts plus preseason (April) agricultural

tequirements when needed. Water demand figures for the District are shown in Table 2-6.

TABLE 2-6
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT WATER DEMAND SUMMARY

Residential 2085 ' 0484 1445
Commercial 126 1167 147
Property Owners Association _ 123

366 4,463

Treated Water® ' o 257
Other® ’ 3,000
Subtotal. 9,435

Treated Water

Inactive meters 189 : 0.6° 113
Existing unserved parcels 1315 0.6° : 789
Untreated Water ' 450

Subtotal ' . 1,352

a Five-year average use, except commercial which is actual use for 2000

b Includes treatment and conveyance losses :

¢ Includes ditch system conveyance and carriage losses, ditch and distribution reservoir ieakage and evaporation, and
other system losses (five year average)

d Potential demand allocated by Georgetown Divide PUD,

The District actively promotes water conservation through encouraging use of water conserving
plumbing fixtures, drought tolerant landscaping, and proper irrigation techniques. GDPUD and the
El Dorado County Resource Conservation Districts have a joint project to help educate water users in

wise water use practices, and GDPUD staff is available to advise customers.

June 2003 El Borado County Water Agency
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2. Historic Water Use

24 GRIZZLY FLAT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

Historic water use figures for GFCSD are taken from a draft review report for the District entitled
Reconnqis&ance Investigation of Off-Stream Storage, March 19983 prepared by Borcalli and Associates.
Borcalli and Associates also prepared a Water Supply Reconnaissance-Level Study* for the District in
March 1994. Table 2-7 is a reproduction of Table 2 of the Borcalli report and displays treated water
production data as well as unit water demands for full-time occupancy and part-time occupancy units.
Based on those unit water demands, the following water use for 1997 was calculated in the 1998 repdrt:

. ‘ TABLE 2-7 :
1987 WATER USE DEMANDS - GRIZZLY FLAT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

¥ “fﬁ‘f‘ R

Number of Customers ' 290 163
Unit Demand, ac-ft/customer 0.420 ) - 0.087
Total Water Use, acre-feet’ ‘ 122 14

& Water production records for 2001 show that these water use figures are still valid, 132 acre-feet having been
produced that year. .

System losses from seepage from the raw water storage reservoir were estimated in the Borcalli report

to be 35 acre-feet per year.

2.5 SOUTH TAHOE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

The data for STPUD is extracted from a report prepared for the District by Boyle Engineering entitled
MTBE Water System Impacts and Mitigation Evaluation, September 2000° and the District’s draft
Urban Water Management Plan, June 20028, The District prepared a Reliable Syétem Capacity Plan in
1994 as a requirement of the California Department of Health Services (DHS). This plan was
developed using h)istorical maximum day flow and storage data from 1983 through 1994. From this
report Boyle extracted the number of units, and the average day demand per unit presented in Table 2-8.
The last two columns were added to convert the average day demand to acre-feet. This {able is included
to provide a comparison with current water use, and the total compares closely with water use repoﬁed

in 2000 and summarized i Table 2-9.

3 See Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 3

4 See Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 4

S See Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 5

6 See Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 6
Et Dorado County Water Agency June 2003
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2. Historic Water Use

TABLE 2-8
SOUTH TAHOE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT WATER USE AND UNIT WATER DEMANDS |

9,10,11  Country Club, 382 2 344 .385 | .154 |
Susqguehanna, Pine Vailey ‘

12,13 - Iroquois & Apache North 1,171 0 312 7 349 409

1'5 Christmas Valley 551 _ 7 312 .349 214

16 Flagpole 671~ - 2 312 349 240

14 Arrowhead 517 29 312 .349 272

19 Angora Highlands 87 0 377 422 37
18 " Forest Mountain 41 0 377 422 17
17 Twin Peaks 372 18 377 422 225

20 Gardner Mountain 665 43 312 349 . 387

Keller

4

5 Heavenly Valley 491 25 344 385 276

6 Ralph 83 0 344 .385 32

8 _ Upper Montgomery 16 0 344 385 2,606
Estates :

7 Mantgomery Estates T 648 3 344 .385 260

1,2,3 Stateline, Airport, and 5,928 368 344 385 5,290
H Street

* No figure was provided in the 1994 repoit; 344 gpd was assumed for these zones.

TABLE 2-©

SOUTH TAHOE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT WATER USE FOR 2000 BY WATER USE CLASS

Single Family Residential

119474 mg 3,666
Multi-family Residential 340.43 mg 1,044
Commercial 652.31 mg 2,002
Industrial 0 0
Other Water Systems 3.30mg 10
System Losses 328.61mg 1,008
“Total, mitlion galions 2,519.39 my
Total, acre-feet 7,730
June 2003 El Dorado County Water Agency
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2. Historic Water Use

2.6 TAHOE CITY PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

A Draft Water Master Plan6 dated Apﬁl 2002 was prepared for TCPUD by West Yost & Associates.
Only the Rubicon System of the District is located within El Dorado County and water use data relevant
to that system were extracted from the rejnort. Recently, the Meeks Bay system’s 124 services were
added to the District and became part of the Rubicon System, increasing the total connections from 450
to 574. '

The average daily demand for the 450 services in the Rubicon system is 431 gallons per day per unit or
0.431 acre-feet per unit per year. The total demand for the system is 343,000 gallons per day or

272 acre-feet per year. The Meeks Bay system’s 124 services will add approximately 53 acre-feet of
demand, for a total of 325 ac-ft per year.

2.7 AGRICULTURE

Agﬁculture within the Sierra Foothills is substantially different than agriculture within the Central
Valley. In the Sierra Foothills, agriculture is confined to relatively small areag where land slopes are
amendable to growing crops. In the Central Valley, agriculture is defined by the broad scale of
industrial and éorporate farming on large fairly level tracts of land. Unfortunately, there is not sufficient
reliable data for documenting agricultural land and water use, as it exists today and how it has changed
over time. This is complicated even more by conflicts in the data and differences reported by various
sources. Nevertheless, agriculture in El Dorado County is an important sector from the standpoint of
economics, open space, and recreation. The growing metropolitan populatfon in the Sacramento Region
will fuel thé demand for greater access to an agro-recreationaktype setting. El Dorado County is

favorably situated geographically to accommodate this demand.

Virtually all of the agricuitural water use within ElI Dorado County occurs on the western slope, and
most of that water is supplied by EID and GDPUD and is included in those purveyors’ water use
figures. Agricultural water use outside of the purveyor service areas is generally éuppIied from _
individually owned wells and ponds; water from these sources is highly weather-dependent and water
production and use figures are not readily available. Agricultural land use is primarily in vineyards,

Christmas trees, olive and citrus trees, berries, deciduous orchards, and pasture.

Data on the total land devoted to agriculture in El Dorado County indicates a general reduction over the
last 5 to 10 years. However, although the total land in agriculture is declining, there is an increase in
area planted to higher value crops such as wine grapes, fruits, berries, Christmas trees, olives, and citrus,

associated with more of “niche” type agriculture, one which supports an agro-recreation activity
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mentioned above. The reduction in area devoted to agriculture 1s atiributed largely to the displacement
of pasture due to development and marginal economic viability of livestock grazing operations in

foothill areas. -

The data available to identify existing irrigated agriculture is available from the El Dorado County
Agricultural Commissioner’s Office, EID, and GDPUD. Information to identify agricultural land use in
terms of crop, acreage, and physical location‘is available from Restricted Materials Permits managed by
the Agricultural Commissioner’s office. Restricted Materials Permits are required for the application
specified pesticides/herbicides. This information is beneficial to document agriculture, however, it does
not represent all crops. Information available from EID indicates the crops irrigated, however, the
acreage is based upon the land irrigated. GDPUD only reports total irﬁgated acreage and no

information on the crops.

As noted, the data compiled by the respective entities is not consistent or complete and conflicts in
relation to land and water use for irrigatéd agriculture. Nevertheless, the data collectively provides a
general picture of the geographic distribution of irrigated agriculture and is presented on Figure 4.1. It
was used to establish an existing (2000) agricultural land use. For purposes of the water management
plan, the crops were separated into three cate goﬁes: Deciduous Orchards, Vineyard, Christmas Trees,
Olive/Citrus, Berries, Etc., and Pasture and other. The results are presented on Table 2-10 with the

respective sources of information and assumptions used are presented as footnotes on Table 2-10.

TABLE 2-10
EXISTING AGRICULTURAL LAND USE - 2001*(ACRES)

Deciduous Orchards 1,013 7° 224 1,244 1,789
Vineyard, Christmas Trees, 819° 74° 1,022 1,915 1,612
Olive/Citrus, Berries, Etc. :

Pasture and Other 5397 1,114° 14 1,667 1,450

Acreage represents irrigated agriculture.
b Acreage is based upon Restricted Materials Permits, El Dorado County Agricultural Commissioner's Office.

¢ Total area reported by the El Dorado County Agricuitural Commission, 2000 Crop Report; however, it does not include
acreage for Christmas trees, fruck gardens, berries, nectarines, oranges, chestnuts, avocados, pumpkins, tomatoes,
and persimmons. :

d Acreage calculated based upon remaining water use from total reported water use, using an assumed unit water use
value of 1.3 acre-feet applied to vineyard, Christmas trees, olive/citrus, berries, etc. and & unit water use value of 2.8
acre-feet applied to applied to deciduous orchards.

Sources: El Dorado Irrigation District (2000 USBR Water Year Report); Georgetown Divide
Public Utility District; and County of El Dorado Department of Agriculiure, Weights, & Measures (E| Dorado
County 2000 Crop Report and 2002 Restricted Materials Permits).
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2. Historic Water Use

28  OTHER USERS

There are three significant non-public water purveyors operating at South Tahoe: Tahoe Keys
Association, Lukens Water Company, and Lakeside Park Association. The locations of these purveyors
are shown on Figure 2-1. Historic water use figures were requested from each of these purveyors.
Where information was not provided, earlier data extracted from the Tahoe Basiﬁ Water Use Update,
May 1996, West Yost and Associates? is noted.

2.81  TAHOE KEYS ASSOCIATION

Single-Family 1,530 Data not provided

Multi-Family ' 4 . . Data not provided
" Water production shown in Chapter 3

Commercial 2

Total Water Use: 930 acre-feet per year

2.8.2 LUKENS WATER COMPANY

Lukens Water Company did not pr0v1de historic water use data. Total use reported in the West Yost

report’ was 147 acre-feet per year. ‘Water production is shown in Chapter 3.

2.8.3 LAKESIDE PARK ASSOCIATION

Lakeside Park Association did not provide historic water use data. Total water use reported in the West

Yost report’ was 289 acre-feet per year.

In the West Tahoe area, there are two significant non-public water purveyors: Tahoe Cedars Water
Company and Tahoe Swiss Village Utilities, Inc. opefating the Glenridge Park system. Historic water

use for these purveyors is shown in the following tabulation:

2.8.4 TaAHOE CEDARS WATER COMPANY

' lo::of Accotil il Use; M nit Use, dcre-feet per Accoun
SinglelMuln Family 1,018 169.1 0.51
Hotel/Motel 19 78 1.27

2.8.5 TAHOE SWiIss VILLAGE UTILITY, INC. (GLENRIDGE PARK)

Unit Use, acre-feet per Account

Single Famlly 40 52

0.39
7 See Appendix A, Bibliography (Nor. 17}
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The Meeks Bay Water Company has been absorbed into the Tahoe City PUD system and its water use 1s
included in the TCPUD demands. Where water demand data are not available, unit water demands are

assymed to be similar to adjoining areas.

In addition, there are nuMErous small mutual water companies, homeowners® associations, and
indjvidual water systems supplying campgrounds, vacation homes, motels, lodges, and Various
recreation facilities. The El Dorado County Environmental Health Division lists over 150 of these small
systems; this list is included in Appendix C. These systems are supplied by springs and individual
wells, and they are not required to report water production to the County. Water use figures for these
users are, therefore, not available. In any case, the amount of use for these systems will not affect the
future water needs of the County because their supplies would not supplement, to any significant

degree, the water supply needs of the county in the future as discussed in Chapter 5.

e e e RS U
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CHAPTER 3

Existing Water Supply

3.1 INTRODUCTION

Details of existing water supplies, rights and permits, and contracts available to El Dorado County’s
water purveyors and others were obtained from available reports, and interviews with water purveyor
and County personnel. Following is a description of water sources held or utilized by the purveyors and

other users.

3.2  EL DORADOC COUNTYWATER AGENCY

The Water Agency holds no water éntitlements at fhis time. The Agency is working with the
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation (USBR) to secure 15,000 acre-feet of water from Folsom Lake as

* authorized under Public Law (PL) 101-514 and then will transfer that water through contracts with
El Dorado Irrigation District (EID) and Georgetown Divide Public Utility District (GDPUD). This

supply will be discussed in more detail in Section 5.

3.3  EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

The EID water supply is by far the most complex of the systems in El Dorado County and comes from a
variety of sources. The following general descriptions of these sources and the accompanying figures
and tables are taken from the District’s draft Water Supply Master Plan®. The ainproximate location of-
each source is shown in Figure 3-1, and diversion rates, storage amounts, and other water rights

imnformation are summarized in Table 3-1.

* Folsom Lake - 1968 El Dorado Hills and 1958 Lake Hills Contractual Entitlements with USBR.
EID and the USBR are in the final stages of negotiations to renew this contract for the purchase of

water from Folsom Lake. Completion of negotiations is expected in the summer of 2003.

1 see Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 1
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3. Existing Water Supply

TABLE 3-1
EXISTING EID WATER SOURCES

1 Folsom Lake EID Raw Water USBR / EID Conbract 13370, 13371 11315& 6 USBR 14 mad (21.7 ' 7,500 affyr a
Pump Station 14-06-200-1375A USBR UsSBR : cfs)
(El Dorado Hills) .
1 Folsom Lake EID Raw Water USBR / EID Contract Included above Included USBR Included above | 50 affyr a
' Pump Station 14-06-200-7312 IR} with El Dorado above with El
: | (Lakehills Estates) Hills Dorado Hills .
2 Jenkinson Lake Sly Park Reservoir USBR/EID CONTRACT 13707 & 8 10473 8 4 USBR 11835 500 cfs inlet USBR water b,¢
{Camp Creek, Hazel and Dam 14-06-200-949 IR3 5645A, 2270 12258, 2631 11836 {Camp Creek right of 33,400
Creek, Sly Park {23,000 of average and 125 cfs aflyr
Craegk) annual yield) Outlet)
3 Camp Creek Jenkinson Lake ED Pre-1914 N/A, NIA 12.5 cfs None c
3 South Fork El Dorado Forebay ED Pre-1914 N/A N/A 40 cfs 15,080 affyr d
Ametican River at
Kyburz )
4 North Fork North Fork EID Pre-1914 N/A N/A 15 cfs 5,000 affyr e
Cosumnes River Cosumnes ‘
Extension
4 Clear Creek Crawford Ditch ED Pre-1914 N/A NA 15 cfs 5,000 affyr {
4 Squaw Hollow Creek | East Diamond EID Pre-1914 NA N/A Natural Flow None g
Ditch ] :
5 Middle Fork Outingdale EID 7478 4071 Pending 0.26 cfs 104 affyr
Cosurnnes River Subdivision
<] Weber Reservoir Weber Dam EID 1692 1053 2184 Natural Flow {1,275 affyr)
7 Weber Creek Farmer's Free Missour Flat Ditch Pre-1914 . NIA NFA 7 cfs None h
bitch Association & EID 1930
Agreement .
8 Slab Creek Surmmerfield Ditch ED Pre-1914 NIA INFA 10 cfs None i
a South Fork Strawberry EID Prescriptive NIA N/A 0,222 cfs 50 aflyr i
American River Statement (200,000 gal
10717 storage tank)
9 Unnamed Spring Strawberry EID 15140 0467 11401 0.011 cfs Included i
’ above with
strawberry
9 Unnamed Stream Strawberry EDD 11675 6989 11400 0.026 cfs Included i
above with
strawberry
10 Hangtown Creek Gold Hill Ditch ED Pre-1914 A N/A, Natural Flow MNone . k
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3. Existing Water Supply

TABLE 3-1
EXISTING EID WATER SOURCES
i1 Bass Lake . - _ Bass Lake .|ED . Staterment NIA N/A Natural Flow (760 af !
Watershed Reservoir ‘ 009304 ‘ existing
- capacity)
12 Recycled Water Et Dorado Hills and EID ‘ N/A NA N/A N/A, EDH Plant:
: Deer Creek ) ) 3.0mgd DC
Reclamation Plants Plant: 2.5
: mgd

NIA Not App!lcable

a The combined supply of 7,550 acre-feet per year is diverted by pump from Eolsom Lake to the El Dorado Hllls water :reatment plant with a current capacity of 14 mgd. This water
is then treated and distributed in the El Dorado Hills service area.

b Reservoir capacity at full pool is 41,000 acre-feet, including dead storage of 480 acre-feet and an allowance of 1,000 acre-feet for sedimentation. The reservoir is operated as two
years of storage, with water released through the Camina Conduit fo Reservoirs 2 and 2A, and through the Pleasant Qak Main to Reservoir B.

¢ in addition to the 500 cfs USBR Camp Creek diversion, EiD has rights to 12.5 cfs based upon pre-1914 water rights for diversions from Camp Creek at the Camp Créek segment
of the Crawford Ditch. When Sly Park Dam was constructed, the point of diversion for these rights was moved upstream from the Camp Creek Ditch, to the diversion dam at the
inlet to the Camp Creek tunnel to Jenkinson Lake.

d  In October of 1999, the Pacific Gas & Eleciric Company transferred the water rights for both power generation and consumptive uses ta EID for the FERC Project 184. This
project includes reservoirs and associated dams, canals, a powerhouse and other facilities. The original water rights claim is dated 1856,

e Diversions are made between April and November each year to meet customer demands on the North Fork Extension.and Camp Creek ditch segments. Flows are also used to
supplement Clear Creek diversions when Crawford Ditch customer demands exceed the Clear Creek water supply.

f Diversions are made year round into the Crawford Ditch from Clear Creek when available. In late summer, supplemental water is released from Jenkunson Lake into Clear Creek
for aesthetic flow purposes (by agreement with homeowners), which are recaptured at Clear Creek diversion dam to meet Crawford Ditch irrigation demands.

g Water is released into Squaw Hollow Creek from the end of the Crawford Ditch to supplement natural creek flows diverted to the East Diamand Ditch to serve irvigation customers.

h The water refeased from Weber Reservoir into Weber Creek to meet irfigation demands is recaptured épproximately 6 miles downstream at the Weber Creek diversion dam
located at the end of the Farmer's Free Ditch. Natural flows of Weber Creek are also diverted to supplement releases from the reservoir during the irrigation season pursuant to
pre-1914 rights.

i EID has historically made direct diversions from Slab Creek to the Summerfield Ditch to supply a small number of irrigation customers EiD owns and maintains the ditch. Af this
time, EID well water is being released Into the Summerfield Ditch near Finnon Lake to suppiy these customers.

i EID makes direct diversions from the South Fork American River by pump. Upgraded water treatment facilities and a 200,000-gallon water storage tank were instalted in 1994 to
improve water quality and supply reliability. Direct diversions are no lenger made from the unnamed spring and stream because of the unreliability of the water supply.

k Diract diversions have historically been made from Hangtown Creek, in addition to recapfuring water released from the El Dorado Forebay via EID's Main Difch to Hangtown
Creek, for re-diversion into the Gold Hill Ditch at the west end of Placerville.

! The Bass Lake Reservoir is maintained for aesthetic purposes at this fime. - The water treatment facility at Bass Lake is not currenily used to treat or supply domestic water.
Under agreement with the Serrano Partners, this water source can be made available to them in the event that recycled water system cannot provide enough supply or an
emergency exists. Domestic water from E{D’s nearby contiguous system is used to replenish water lost in the lake by evaporatlon and seepage. Water is released from the
domestic system when Jenkinson Lake is full and spilling.
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3. Existing Water Sipply

Jenkinson Lake (Sly Park Unit of the Central Valley Project) — 1953 USBR confractual
entitlement (Water right application numbers 13707 and 13708). EID and the USBR are in the
final states of negotiations to rénew this contract for the purchase of water from Jenkinson Lake.
Completion of negotiations is expected in July 2003. However, EID is also continuing
negotiations to complete the transfer of the Sly Park Unit from the USBR to EID. Federal
legislation authorizing the transfer was signed into law in October of 2000 by President Clinton.
Once the transfer is complete, EID will no longer be bound by the USBR contractual limits on
operation of the facilty.

South Fork American River and Tributaries — Existing F ERC Project 184 Water, This supply
serves the EID Main El Dorado Canal and Gold Hill Ditch facilities, and the Reservoir No. 1
water treatment plant. The water was formerly purchased under a contract with Pacific Gas &
Electric (PG&E) and its predecessor Western States Gas and Electric Co. In 1999, PG&E

transferred the water rights for both power generation and consumptive uses to EID.

North Fork Consumnes River, Clear Creek and Squaw Hollow Creek — Pre-1914 water rights
for direct diversion from North Fork Consumnes River, Clear Creek and Squaw Hollow Creek for

serving the Crawford Ditch System.

Middle Fork Consumnes River — 1933 appropriative water right for direct diversion from the

Middle Fork Consumnes River serving the Outingdale Subdivision.
Weber Reservoir — 1920 appropriative water right for storage in Weber Reservoir,

Weber Creek — Pre-1914 water right for direct diversion from Weber Creek into the Farmer’s Free
Ditch. '

Slab Creek — Pre-1914 water right for direct diversion from Slab Creek into the Summerfield

Ditch for use in Swansboro Subdivision.

South Fork American River and Unnamed Spring and Stream - Prescriptive and riparian rights
for direct diversion by pump from South Fork American River; 1947 appropriative water rights

for direct diversions frorn an unnamed stream and an unnamed spring.

Hangtown Creek (Gold Hill Ditch) — Pre-1914 water right for direct diversion, first used by a
predecessor to EID during the 1850s.
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3. Existing Water Supply

»  Bass Lake Reserveir — Pre-1914 water right for collection of surrounding water shed, tributary to

Bags Lake. Water first used by a predecessor to EID in 1866.

»  Recycled Water — Use of recycled water from the El Dorado Hills wastewater treatment plant for

industrial use and golf course irrigation since 1979. Use of recycled water from the Deer Creek
wastewater treatment plant for golf course, landscape and road median irrigation since 1994.
A noteworthy accomplishment has been the use of recycled water for residential Iandséape

irrigation in the Serrano development since 1998.

s Firm Yield — Firm yield for the District’s Water_ supply was established through modeling and is

defined as the yield that the integrated supply system can reliably deliver in 95 percent of the
vears, while incurring shortages of no more than 20 percent annually in 5 percent of the yéars.

EID has adopted a system firm yield of 43,280 acre-feet per year.

3.4  GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

GDPUD’s source of water is the Stumpy Meadows project. The reservoir, built in 1962, has a capacity

of 20,000 acrerfe'et and a firm yield of 12,200 acre-feet. - Components of the Stumpy Meadows project

and the 12,200 acre-feet firm yield include:

Pilot Creek — Pre-1914 water right to divert and store water from Pilot Creek
Pilot Creek — Post 1914 appropriative water right to divert and store water from Pilot Creek.

Mutton Canyon — Pre-1914 water right to divert and water and store water from Mutton Canyon.

Bacon Canyon — Pre-1914 water right to divert and water and store water from Bacon Canyon

Deep Canyon — Pre-1914 water right to divert ahd water and store water from Deep Canyon '

Structure 2 — Pre-1914 water right to divert water and store water from an un-named tributary to
Pilot Creek -

Structures 3-7 — Post 1914 permit to divert water from five un-named tributaries to Pilot Creek
Otter Creek — Post 1914 petmit to divert water from Otter Creek

Onion Creek — Post 1914 permit to divert water from dnion Creek
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* Firm Yield — Firm yield for the District’s water supply was established through modeling and is
defined as the yield that the integrated supply system can reliably deliver in 95 percent of the
- years, while incurring shortages of no more than 10 percent annually for domestic service and
50 percent for untreated water in 5 percent of the years. GDPUD has adopted a system firm yiéld
of 12,200 acre-feet per year.

3.5  GRIZZLY FLAT COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

GFCSD’s current water supply comes from Big Canyon and North Canyon, which are surface water
tributaries in the North Fork Cosumnes River Basin, under a pre-1914 water right for the direct
diversion of available flows from these two streams, at two points of diversion, into the Eagle Ditch,

The two sireams are fed by seasonal rainfall and snowmelt and are also part of a spring-fed system.

At the head of the supply system, below the confluence of North Canyon and an unhamed tributary, a
diversibn conveys water into the upper reach of GFCSD’s Eagle Ditch. At the tail end of the upper
reach, flow from Big Canyon is diverted into the sysfem and the combined flow is conveyed through the
lower reach of the Eagle Ditch to the District’s raw water storage reservoir. An adjacent water
treatment plant treats the water and discharges it into the distribution system for the Grizzly Park

subdivision.?

The firm yield of the direct diversions which could be conveyed to the water treatment plant was
calculated by estimating the quantity of direct diversion through hydraulic analysis available to Grizzly
Flats CSD, the reservoir seepage loss, the monthly water use distribution, and evaporation loss. Based
on this analysis in the 1998 Boracalli report3, the firm yield of direct diversions conveyed to the water

treatment plant was calculated to 143.5 acre-feet per year

The District was issued two permits by the State Watér Resources Control 'Bbard (SWRCB) on
August 18, 1989: Permit 20357 and Permit 20358. Permit 20357 authorizes the District to divert water
from an unnamed tributary to the Steely Fork of the Cosumnes River, the total not to exceed 3 acre-feet
per year from November 1 through June 15. According to the Borcalli Report, this water flows from
Grizzly Creek into Porters Pond for fire suppression purposes. Questions have been raised regarding
contarnination of this water from septic systems located near the pond. There are currently no facilities

to treat this water.

2 gee Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 3
See Appendix A {Bibliography)
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3. Existing Water Supply

Permit 20358 authorizes GFCSD to divert water to storage from North Canyon and Big Canyon. The
water appropriated under this permit is not to exceed 31 acre-feet per year, to be collected between

* November 1 and June 15. This permit is understood to be for diversion to storage rather than for
consumption and, therefore, is more than adequate to allow seasonal storage in the existing raw water

reservoir with its active capacity of about 15 acre-feet.

. 3.6 SOUTH TAHOE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

STPUD relies solely on groundwater for its water supply. Starting in 1996, the District detected methyl
tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) in one of its wells. Since then the District has removed 13 wells {as of
September 2000) from service or drastically reduced their pumping rate because of numerous MTBE
plumes. Litigation with various petroleum suppl_iers over thé groundwater contamination issue was
settled in the District’s favor in 2002. The District currently operates 17 active wells with a nominal
capacity of 13,742 gallons per minute (gpm) or 19.789 million gallons per day (mgd). The District’s
systern includes 22 storage tanks with an operational storage capacity of 9 million gallons and

11 booster pump stations with a total maximum pumping capacity of 7,019 gpm.

3.7 TAHOE CITY PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

Until 1989 approximately 60 percent of the District’s needs were supplied from Lake Tahoe. The U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Surface Water Treatrng:nt Rﬁ-le and other prospective

surface water regulations, and the attendant costs of their implementation, prompted the District to'
 convert their water supply to groundwater. The surface water intakes in the lake are ma_intained asa

standby source in case of emergency.

. The District is primarity located in Placer County with the Rubicon System 'serving the area between
Meeks Bay and Bliss State Park in El Dorado County. The Rubicon System supply consists of three
wells, a booster pumyp station, and three stecl IeServoirs. These facilities dre reported to be generally in.
good condition* with some concern expressed for site security and potential fire danger from trees close

to the facilities.

The District’s Rubicon System facilities include three wells with a total operating capacity of 645 gpm
(for two wells; the third is N/A), three storage tanks having a total capacity of 538,000 gallons, and two

booster pumps with capacities of 185 gpm each.

4 See Appendix A (Bibliography)
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3. Existing Water Supply

3.8  AGRICULTURE

As stated in the previous chapter, virtually all of the agﬁculmral water use within El Dorado County .
occurs on the western slope, and virtually all of the surface water for agricultural use is éupplied by EID
and GDPUD and is included in those purveyors’ water use figures. Agricultural water use outside of the
purveyor service areas is generally supplied from individually owned wells and ponds, and water

production and use figures are not readily available,

3.9 OTHER USERS

Water for the non-public water purveyors operating in the portion of the Lake Tahoe area within El
Dorado County is supplied by groundwater and all indications are that they will continue to do so in the
future. Water production capability figures supplied by purveyors that provided information are as

follows:

= Lukens Water Corﬁpany:- 2,000 gpm from three active wells
» Tahoe Keys Homeowners Association: 5,000 gpm from three active wells

* Tahoe Swiss Village Utility, Inc.: 150 gpm from one well

310 GROUNDWATER

As stated in the foregoing section, groundwater is the source of supply for the purveyors in the South
and West Tahoe areas and indications are that groundwater will continue to provide an adequate supply
of water to those areas, Settlerhent of litigation related to MTBE contamination in South Tahoe will
likely provide sufficient funding to treat the contaminated groundwater supplies for domestic use.

On the western slope of El Dorado County, however, groundwater occurs primarily in hard rock. In the
county as in other parts of the Sierra Nevada foothills, alluvium consisting of unconsolidated deposits of
clay, silt, sand, and gravel laid down by flowing water occurs only in small areas too thin to provide a
significant amount of é.torage. Thus the amount of usable groundwater is limited. A cooperative study
entitled Georgetown Divide Water Management Study prepared by the Department of Water Resources®
describes water supply alternatives available to the Georgetown Divide area and includes a discussion of

the groundwater sitnation on the western slbpe. The following is an exampie for that study.

5 See Appendix A (Bibliography),No. 8
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3. Existing Water Supply

Many wells are drilled in hard crystalline rock that lies at or near the ground surface or under the thin
layers of alluvium. In rock formations water moves through, and is stored in, fractures in the rock mass.
The width of each fracture usually decreases with depth, éausing diminished water flow and storage
capacity. The amount of water that can be stored and transmitted in such fractures is generally small

compared to the amount that can be held and conveyed in a porous alluvial aquifer.

During the drought of 1976 and 1977, El Dorado County Division of Environmental Health initiated a
water well survey canvassing residents with wells in 15 county planning areas. Table 3-2 lists median
depth and estimated production rate for wells in 15 of the planning areas. The survey showed that while
many residential wells produced 4 to 10 gallons per minute, many had flow rates léss than 1 gpm and
some had gone dry. Other reports®7 substantiate the limitation of groundwater as a dependable source
of water for supplementing public water supply or auémenting surface water storage during droughts.

In fact, the contrary may be true where users of groundwater may look to the Districts for service when
their wells go dry during droughts. Surveys also indicate that groundwater quality, though satisfactory

in most areas of the western slope, is often marginal. As future development occurs in areas beyond

pipeline service, both quantity and quality of groundwater sgurces could be threatened.

TABLE 3-2
WELL CHARACTERISTICS IN EL DORADO COUNTY

Camino-Fruitridge

Cool 29 :

El Dorado/Diamond Springs 19 150 4

Finnon . 37 150 ‘ 10

Garden Valley .70 150 10

Gold Hil 2 ' — 5-10

Kelsey ' S 45 . ' ‘ 1257 ) ‘ ' 4

Latrobe 23 - ‘ 200 5

Lotus-Coloma | 86 <100 .10

Pilot Hill : - 21 150 7

Pleasant Valley ‘ ' . 199 ' 100 . 6

Rescue 120 125 10

Shingle Springs , 42 o 125 4

Somerset/Fairplay/Mt. Aukum — - : 10

Pollock Pines : 10 ‘ —_ 8

Source: Calkins, Carla, Water Well Survey Report, June 1978

6 See Appendix A (Bibliography)

7 See Appendix A (Bibliography)}
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CHAPTER 4 ,
Projected Water Demands

41 INTRODUCTION

The land use alternatives upon which the water demand projections are based were developed by
Ecoﬁomic and Planning Systems, Inc.' (EPS) for the Western Slope of El Dorado County as part of the
concurrent County General Plan/Environmental Impact Report (EIR) process, and for the Tahoe Basin
on the 2006 land use projections of the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA). There are three basic

components or steps used to construct the water demand forecast. They are:

1. Land use forecasts for the County of El Dorado.

2. Distribution of the land use forecasts between the five maj or water purveyors and the remaining
county areas.

3. Applicaﬁon of water demand factors to the land use forecasts by purveyor or other county areas.

For the purpos'es of land use forecasts, El Dorado County was divided iﬁto two areas: the Westemn

Slope and the Tahoe Basin.

Outside the service areas of the water purveyors, the water needs are supplied by small privately owned
water providers and individual property owners from wells and springs. For the purposes of this study,
+ the territory. that is not serviced by the five major purveyors is cumulatively referred to as “Other

County Areas” (OCA).

The land use projections are multiplied by a water demand factor to estimate the water demand for each
of the purveyors and well as the remaining OCAs. The water demand factors are based on data

provided by each of the purveyors.

Water demand projections were developed both for the Western Slope and the Tahoe Basin under -
various alternatives for three points in time: the base year (1999 for the Western Slope and 2001 for the |
Tahoe Basin), 2025, and Buildout. These altemativesrare described later in this section and provide a
range that allows estimating the annual countywide water demand. Water demand projections are

summarized in Table 4-1.
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4. Projected Water Demands

Water Demand Forecasts were prepared by Economic and Planning Systems, Inc. (EPS) using the

methodology summarized in this chapter and described in detail in Appendix D.

TABLE 4-1
EL DORADO COUNTY WATER DEMAND FORECAST WATER DEMAND SUMMARY?

Roadway Constrained Alternative

1996 General Plan

Alternative 1'

Aliernative 2 -

Low Demand

High Demand

Environmentally Constrained Alternative

55,800

58,300 58,900

58,300 63,400
58,300 64,000

114,100
117,200
121,700
122,300

'

82,300

91,000
84,200
113,100

149,300
152,500
171,400

A A &
125,700

134,700

116,500

183,900

a Water demand projections reﬂéct agricultural adjustment.
b 1999 for the Westemn Slope; 2001 for the Tahoe Basin.

4.2  WATER DEMAND FORECAST METHODOLOGY

4.21 LAND USE FORECASTS

The demand for water in El Dorado County over the next 25 years, in large part, will be related to

growth in population and employment.  Water demand in the Tahoe Basin will also be related to growth

in recreational and tourism activity.

Housing and employment growth forecasts were developed for the Western Slope' of the County, by

Traffic Analysis Zone (TAZ), in conjunction with the concurrent General Plan/EIR process. These

forecasts are used to maintain consistency with the General Plan process.

The Jand use forecasts for the Tahoe Basin are based on the 2006 Land Use projections developéd by
the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA) and extended to 2025 by EPS for purposes of this -
analysis. The buildout number of households is determined by the growth limitations currently in place

within the Tahoe Basin.

El Dorado County Water Agency

Water Resources Development and Management Plan
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*Boundaries of the Agric ng epartment (2001 Project Description), April 2002.

Sources: State of Californi an (Farml; pping and Monitoring Program - 2000);
U.S. Department of Agricultt {  Conservatiom District (SSURGO - 2001); El Dorado County
Planning Department; El Dorade Co nty urveyor; El Dorado Irrigation District; Georgetown Divide Public

Utility District; KASL; and County of El Dorado Department of Agriculture, Weights, & Measures (2002
Restricted Materials Penmits)

LEGEND

GDPUD RAW WATER SUPPLY SYSTEM

PROPOSED DUARTE VINEYARDS (275 ACRES)

2002 PARCELS WITH A RESTRICTED MATERIALS PERMIT (3,215 ACRES)
GDPUD 2002 IRRIGATED PARCELS

EID 2002 IRRIGATED PARCELS

AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS (53,048 ACRES)

CHOICE SOILS, 15% OR LESS SLOPES (12,246 ACRES)
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EL DORADO COUNTY
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Figure 4-1
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4. Projected Water Demands

Agricultural land use (both existing and future) was also considered for purposes of estimating the water
demand. Data were provided by Wood Rodgers, Inc. for the projected water demanded by agricultural

USETS.

The Western Slope
The water demand forecast for the Western Slope was developed for the four alternatives analyzed in

_ the Proposed General Plan:

*  The No Project Alternative: The No Project Alternative is based on the 1996 General Plan, but
assumnes that the Writ governs land use decisions through 2025 and beyond. The Writ generally
prohibits new discretionary approvals of residential development until the County adopts a new
General Plan, with the exception of parcels for which a development agreeméht was entered into

prior to the issuance of Writ.

* The Roadway Constrained 6-Lane “Plus” Alternative: This alternative assumes that
Highway 50 is expanded to no more than six lanes and land parcels which currently do not have
approved development agreements or tentative subdivision maps will be allowed to buildout at a

maximum density of four units per parcel.

* The Environmentally Constrained Alternative: This alternative is based on a reduced overal]
buildout capacity of the County as determined by reassigned land use designations proposed by
County planning staff on a parcel by i)arcel level. It also includes a mixed-use component for
commercial properties, with 10 percent of commercial acres designated to have a residential
component. Densities vary between land uses designated as a community region or a rural center.
For all residential land uses, excluding the mixed-use component, it was assumed that parcels

would-buildout at maximum densities.

= The 1996 General Plan Alternative: This alternative is based on the 1996 General Plan Land
Use designations. The main difference between this alternative and the No Project Alternative is

that the Writ is not assumed to apply.

These land use alternatives are the four equal weight alternatives analyzed in the County General Plan
EIR.

The land use forecast alternatives considered in this report project residential housing units (and

households) and non-residential employment at 2025 and at buildout of the General Plan. Projected

June 2003 . ] Et Dorado County Water Agency
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4, Projected Water Demands

single family and multi-family households and retail, service, and other employment are detailed at the

TAZ level. The base year for the forecast is 1999,

The land use forecasts for these four alternatives are summarized in Figure 3 of Appendix D along with

detailed growth projections for all categories under each alternative.

The Tahoe Basin |
The growth projections for the Tahoe Basin are based on the information provided by the TRPA in
2002. The Tahoe Basin land use projections are also allocated to TAZs and contain the following

categories:
n Residential Households
= Hotel/Motel Rooms |
*  Campground Sites
= Retail Employment
" Service Employment
=  Recreational Employment

= Other Employment

For residential households, hotel/motel rooms, and campground siteé, the TRPA provided both the total

number of units and the number of units with full-time and seasonal occupancy.

" The growth in the Tahoe Basin is regulated by the rules establi.shed by the TRPA tliat limit the number
of units that can be built annually and spec1fy the total number of remaining developable parcels
According to the TRPA, the total number of parcels available for development in 2001 in the STPUD
service area was 3,300, with approximately 2,800 parcels i in the STPUD service area, and approximately
50 parcels in the TCPUD service area. The :remaining developable paréels were assigned to Other

County Areas.

The TRPA land use forecasts go through 2006. EPS extended the forecaéts through 2025 and buildout
. for compatibility with western slope forecasts. The base year for the forecast is 2001 as determined By
the TRPA. '

El Dorade County Water Agency June 2003
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4. Projected Water Demands

The Tahoe Basin has several important demographic and growth factors that need to be considered in
developing land use forecasts. Currently, new development in the area is restricted to 116 residential
units per year. However, an initiative is currently being considered by the TRPA staff that might reduce
the allowable development to 87 units per year. Per the TRPA, the resolution of this issue may take

- place in early 2003, but the exact date is not finalized as of the writing of this report.

In addition, seasonal occupancy of the Tahoe Basin is an important consideration because a vast
majority of the existing homes and future homes are projected to be second homes or tourist rentals.

The TRPA estimates that over 44 percent of new houscholds will be seasonally occupied in 2006.

The treatment of these seasonal homes is an important consideration in determining future water
demand. As the Tahoe Basin gets closer to buildout and if the demand for tourist rental homes in the .
area increases, the seasonal occupancy may decrease over time, i.e., greater full time usage. As a result
water demand will increase over time. This increase will result in higher maximum daily and hourly

peaks and annual total demand.

In order to bracket the potential range of water demand in the Tahoe Basin, we have developed two

alternative land use forecasts thro_ugh 2025 and buildout. They are as follows:

»  Alternative 1: Low Growth/Seasonal Occupancy. This altemative assumes that the current
initiative seeking to firther reduce the number of residences that can be built in South Tahoe area
(not to exceed 87 units per year) is passed. It also assumes the continuing seasonal occupancy of

a portion of units. Under this scenario the area is estimated to reach buildout in 2034,

» Alternative 2: Moderate Growth/Full Occupancy. The second alternative assumes the present
level of allowable development in South Tahoe (116 residential units per year) and also projects
that 50 percent of all residential units, hotel/motel rooms, and cainpground sites are currently not
occupied full-time will have full-time occupancy. Under this scenario, the area is estimated to
reach buildout in 2027.

 The land use forecasts are summarized in Figure 4 of Appendix D aloﬁg with detailed growth

projections for all categories under each alternative. The buildout capacity was provided by the TRPA.
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4. Projected Water Demands

4.2.2 ALLOCATION OF GROWTH
In order to translate the land use forecasts into water demand for each of the five water purveyors as
well as the Other County Areas, it is necessary to determine how much of the projected growth will -

occur in each of the purveyors boundaries.

To determine the growth to be allocated to each of the water purveyors, an acreage distribution factor
was calculated based on the purveyor’s existing service area boundaries. These service boundaries were
overlaid on to the TAZs’ boundaries using the software package ArcView GIS 3.2A. Based on this

exercise, growth was allocated to purveyors and Other County Areas on a pro-rata acreage share basis.

The acreage allocation factors by TAZ for the Western Slope area and the acreage allocation factors by
TAZ for the Tahoe Basin are shown in Appendb{ D. Any growth outside of the purveyor boundaries
was allocated to the Other County Areas. -

While this methodology worked for the majority of the water purveyors and TAZs, some exceptions did

exist,

In the Western Slope area, ‘the only modification had to do with Grizzly Flats CSD. The purveyor’s
service area is completely located within one TAZ and geographically constitutes a very small portion
of the TAZ (S-ee Figure 2 of Appendix D). However, the total number of prdjected households located
in the TAZ (278 households) matches closely to the number of accounts serviced by the purveyor in
1999 (approximately 300 accounts). A simplifying assumption was made to allocate all projected

- growth within this TAZ to the purveyor boundary. - '

In the Tahoe Basin area, due to the specifics of land use and grthh patterns (a large number of homes |
are located outside of the purveyor service areas), the pro-rated acreage percentage allocation method -
described in the beginning of this section did not yield reliable results in the allocation of residentiél
growth to TCPUD and STPUD. | . |

_ Therefore, the number of residential accounts indicated by the purveyors for the base year was used.
The difference between the total number of households provided by the TRPA and the number of the
residential accounts services by the purveydrs was assigned to the Other County Areas. The households
and businesses within OCA receive water from private wells and numerous smaller water companies.
No attempt has been made to generate separate forecasts for these water ce.ampanies beyond the general

OCA estimate (due to the fact that the efforts to obtain the necessary information from the water
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4. Projected Water Demands

companies were unsuccessful and that in general these companies have on average relatively few

accounts). This allocation became the basis for future growth projections.

The future growth allocation to purveyor boundaries was made based on the development constraints
established by the TRPA, historic growth trends reported by the purveyors, and growth estimates
generated by the TRPA for the years 2001 through 2006.

The results of growth allocation to purveyor boundaries for the Western Slope and the Tahoe Basin
respectively are shown in Figures 5 and 7, respectively, of Appendix D, and Figure 6 contains the
growth allocation detail for EID’s three service regions.

4.3  WATER DEMAND FORECASTS

Once new growth is allocated either to a water purveyor or to the remaining county areas, a water
demand factor is applied to the applicable land use to calculate the estimated water demand in acre-feet

per year.

The water demand factors used in this analysis were based on data provided by each of the water
purveyors. In some cases, simplifying assumptions were made for purposes of this analysis and are
detailed in the sectjon for each purveyor. The water demand factors are summarized in Figures 8 and 9

of Appendix D.

Purveyor-specific water demand factors were used because cach service area exhibits unique water

demand and growth trends, thus making universal water demand factors unreliable.

Agricultural water demand for the Western Slope was projecte(_i by Wood Rodgers, Inc. The

assumptions used to determine agricultural water demand are detailed in Section 4.5

4.3.1  EL DORADO [RRIGATION DISTRICT

EID service area is subdivided info three smaller service areas — El Dorado Hills, Western Region, and
Eastern Region. Because this analysis is a “big picture” look at water demand, the projections presented
herein are for the aggregated EID service area. However, due to the different pace of growth within the
EID Regions, EPS used region-specific demand factors to increase the accuracy of the forecast. The
residential and commercial water demand calculations for each of the three regions are summarized in
Figures 15 through 18 of Appendix D. A summary of the water demand forecast totals for the four
alternatives for E1D is presented in Table 4-2. '
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4. Projected Water Dernands

TABLE 4-2
WATER DEMAND FORECAST - EL. DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

i Pha £ e e R L R i 3 s Rt S e RS
No Project 37,806 - 65,049 70,151
Roadway Constrained 37,806 97,188 74,948
Environmentally Constrained 37,806 ' 70,637 78,158

1996 General Plan ' 37,806 70,837 88,768

Residential Demand: The residential water dem_and factors for the EID three service areas are

based on the EID Administrative Draft Water Supply Master Plan. See Figure 9 of Appendix D.

Comme rcial/Industrial/Office (CIOQ) Demand: The CIO water demand factor is the total CIO

- water demand divided by the total number of employees in the EID service area. See Figure 9 of

Appendix D.

Agricultural Demand: The agricultural water demand projectiohs were provided by Wood

Rodgers and remain unchanged throughout the different land use alternatives.

Recreational Turf Services: The Recreational Turf Services includes irrigation of golf courses

- and sports fields. Water demand for these uses was provided by EID (Administrative Draft Water

Supply Master Plan) and reflects a historic average water demand for the past 11 years. Historical

data does not suggest any growth trends in water use over time.

Ditches: Water losses associated with the use of ditches for water delivery fluctuate significantly

by the year. A conservative approach was taken in the preparation of this report projecting that

the future water demand within this éategory will average approximately 1,500 acre feet anhually.

“The base year shows only 1,000 dcte-feet due to the fact that it was thé 4ctual demand for that

year, However, the 1999 demand in this category is also considered to be unusually low. -

Unaccounted For and Beneficial Uses: The unaccounted for water is the water that is taken into
the system from a purveyor’s main sources, but not delivered to the consumers (put to beneficial
use or otherwise unaccounted for). This category of ;vvater demand is projected to be reduced (as
a percentage of active demand) over time based on historical patterns and goals established by
EID. This assumption is in line with the EID strategy and performance geared towards reducing

leakage and water losses.
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4. Projected Water Demands

= Latent Demand: Latent demand includes inactive accounts and uninstalled meters, which
potentially can generate immediate water demand. Estimated to remain unchanged as a
percentage of active demand based on historical data provided by EID that does not indicate any

reduction or growth trends.

The water demand projections presented herein for EID do not coincide with those in the EID Water
Supply Master Plan Admi‘nistra'tive Draft — December 2001 because of the difference in service area
boundary used in the two projections. The December 2001 report based its projections on a service area
somewhat larger than the district boundaries, including those parcels which, as the result of field
inspections, were deemed likely to receive EID water in the future. These parcels were those near EID’s
existing and planned distribution facilities judged to have the physical and: financial potential to extend
these facilities to serve them. On the other hand parcels within EID’s existing boundaries with no
potential for service were excluded. The EPS water demand projections for EID were based on service
within EID’s existing boundaries; those areas outside EID’s boundaries included in the December 2001

report in this report are included in Other County Areas. The county totals, therefore, are not affected.

4.3.2 GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUD

= Residential Demand: The residential water demand factor wés provided by GDPUD. No
breakout of consumption by residential land uses is available. Therefore, the same factor was
used for both single-family and multi-family residences, as shown in Figure 8 of Appendix D.
A summary of th_e water demand forecast totals for the four alternatives for GDPUD is presented
in Table 43. |

TABLE 4-3 : .
WATER DEMAND FORECAST - GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

No Project

10,958 15,277 18,270
Roadway Constrained 10,956 . 15,362 . . 19,387
Environmentally Constrained ' 10,956 15,787 20,415
1996 General Pian o 10,956 © 15743 22,069

=  Commercial/Industrial/Office (CIO) Demand: The ClO water demand factor was estimated
based on the total CIO water demand divided by the total number of employees in the service

area.
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4. Projected Water Demands

» Irrigation Demand: The agricultural / irrigation water demand projections were provided by

Wood Rodgers and remain unchanged throughout the different land use alternatives.

»  Golf Course Demand: A Property Owners Association is responsible for maintaining a golf

course with a water demand that is projected to remain constant over the course of time.

» Unaccounted For and Beneﬁciel Uses Demand: This water demand includes operational losses
that average 3,000 acre feet per year (per GDPUD) and water system treatment and conveyance

that constitutes 4.2 percent of active demand.

= Latent Demand: The water factor for latent demand was provided by GDPUD and is assumed to
decrease (as a percentage of active demand) over time as additional customers become a part of

active demand.

43.3  GRizzLY FLATS COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

Only one universal per service demand factor was provided by GFSCD that included an allocation for
all commercial, unaccounted for, and beneficial water uses. An adjustment was made for the 1999
water demand to account for units with seasonal occupancy. The seasonal occupancy is projected to
decrease over time and by 2025 all residencies will have full-time occupancy. A summary of the water
demand forecast totals for the four alternatives for GFCSD is presented in Table 4-4.

TABLE 4-4
WATER DEMAND FORECAST - GRIZZLY FLATS COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT

No Project _ 157 ‘ A 97 N 499

Roadway Constrained 157 _ ' 204 848
' Enwronmentaily Constrained . ' 187 . | 241 : ‘ 800 ‘
1996 General Plan : 157 . - . 205 : 1,066

4.34 SouTtH TAHOE PuBLic UTILITY DISTRICT

= Residential Demand: Residential water demand factors were provided by STPUD and converted

from gallons per day to acre-feet per year.

" Commercml/lndustnal/Ofﬁce (CIO) Demand: The CIO water demand factor 1s the total CIO

water demand divided by the total number of employees in the service area.

El Derado County Water Agency June 2003
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4. Projected Water Dernands

* Hotel/Motel Rooms and Campground Sites Demand: The water demand factors for these uses
was estimated based on data provided by the State Water Resources Control Board of the State of

California (Policy for Implementing the State Revolving Fund for Construction of Wastewater
Treatment Facilities, Table G-1).

= Unaccounted For and Beneficial Uses Demand: This water demand factor was provided by
STPUD.

* Latent Demand: Not included as data is not available.

A summary of the water demand forecast totals for the two land use alternatives for both STPUD and
TCPUD is presented in Table 4-5. A

o TABLE 4-5
WATER DEMAND FORECAST - SOUTH TAHOE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT AND
" TAHOE CITY PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT

10,328
10,421

£ A e sy

Alternative 1 ' 288 - 32 319

Alternative 2 288 328 . 329

4.3.5 TaHoEt CiTy PusLic UtiLity IjISTRICT

* Residential Demand: Residential water demand factors were provided by TCPUD and converted

from gallons per day to acre-feet per year.

*  Commercial/Industrial/Office (CIO): The CIO water demand factor was estimated based on the

total CIO water demand divided by the total number of employees in the service area.

* Hotel/Motel Rooms and Campground Sites. Demand: The water demand factors for these uses
were estimated based on data provided by the State Water Resources Control Board of the State

of California (Policy for Implementing the State Revolving Fund for Construction of Wastewater
Treatment Facilities, Table G-1).
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4. Projected Water Demands

= Unaccounted For and Beneficial Uses Demand: This water demand factor was not included as

no data is currently available.
»  Latent Demand: Not included as data _is not avaﬂable.

43.6 OTHER COUNTY AREAS

= Separate calculations were made for the Western Slope and the Tahoe Basin areas due to

differences in water demand trends discussed earlier.
» The calculated factors are a weighted average for demand in the areas serviced by purveyors.

s No unaccounted for, beneficial uses, and latent demand factors were calculated due to the fact that
the water is supplied through private wells and by smaller water companies that do not have the

“capability to track these factors.

44  COUNTYWIDE WATER DEMAND FORECAST

Water demand forecasts were estimated based on the growth projections and demand factors described
in the previous sections. For residential and employment growm, water demand was estimated by
multiplyimg the projected number of units (households, jobs, etc.) by the appropriate water factor. For
other categories (agricultural, latent demand, etc.), the water demand allocation was made according to

the assumptions discussed in the water demand factors section above.

Water demand forecasts were developed for each alternative described above for three points in time: |
the base year (1999 for the Western Slope and 2001 for the Tahoe Basin), 2025, and Buildout. The
results are summarized in Table 4-1. These alternatives provide a range for the annual countywide

~ water demand.

It should be noted that the base yeai' water demand was estimated based on the historic average water
demand factors and variables (households, employment, etc.) calculated based on the methodology
_spectfied in this report. While it is not the acmal demand recorded by the purveyors for the base year, it

is very close to the actual numbers with a very insignificant variance.’

For low growth forecast (No Project in the Western Slope area and Alternative 1 in the Tahoe Basin),
the overall annual system water demand in El Dorado County is estimated to be 109,700 acre feet in
2025 and 129,600 acre feet at buildout. |
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4. Projected Water Demands

For high growth forecast (1996 General Plan in the Western Slope area and Alternative 2 in the Tahoe
Basin), the overall annual system water demand in El Dorado County is estimated to be 120,900 acre

feet in 2025 and 162,800 acre feet at buildout.

The detailed water demand forecasts for each water purveyor under each alternative are summarized in

Figures 11 through 20 of Appendix D.

45  AGRICULTURE

As noted previously, agriculture within the Sierra Foothills is substantially different from agriculture
within the Central Valley differing in topography and. the size and scale of agricultural objectives.
Unfortunately, little reliable data is available for documentihg agriculujral land and water use, as it
exists today and how-it has changed over time. This is complicated even more by conflicts in the data
and differences reported by vartous sources. Nevertheless, agriculture in El Dorado County is an
important sector from the standpoint of economics, open space, and recreation. The g&owing
metropolitan population in the Sacramento Region will fuel the demand for greater access to an agro-
recreationaltype setting. El Dorado County is favorably situated geographically to accommodate this
demand. The success of Apple Hill is a testament to this activity. ' |

The agricultural water demand forecast for the Western Slope used in this section was developed by
Wood Rodgers, Inc. Table 4-6 provides a comparison of the initial agricultural water demand estimated
by EPS based on data provided by the water purveyors with the estimates provided by Wood Rodgers.
Wood Rodgers estimates include the potential water demand that could be generated by the agricultural

areas assuming that reliable, affordable water supplies were available.

The future of agriculture in El Dorado County will be influenced by policies related to land use, water
supply, and water supply infrastructure. Certainly, the global economic situation will be a factor;
however, the agricultural economy of the Sierra Foothill region is less impacted by factors affecting
agriculture in the Central Valley except for the availability of reliable as well as affordable water
supply. The agricultural water demand figures are contingent upon the facilities necessary to provide

* such a water supply being in place.

Future agriculture in El Dorado County will be comprised generally of perfnanent crops as compared to |
annual crops, which comprise a large part of the crop mix in the Central Valley. The investment in
developing these crops is such that taking significant deficiencies in water supply. or fallowing is not a

feasible option. Similarly the use of groundwater in dry years is not an option. Accordingly, in the
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- 4. Projected Water Demands

TABLE 4-6
EL DORADO COUNTY WATER DEMAND FORECAST
AGRICULTURAL WATER DEMAND PROJECTIONS COMPARISON - WESTERN SLOPE

: Ei Dorado Irrigation Distl’lct B 5,239- T .5,-950 711 . 5,239 | 22,106 16,861 5,239 B 22,580 17,341 |
Georgetown Divide PUD 4,463 4,351 _ (112) 4,483 11,770 7,307 4,463 17,530 V 13,067
Grizzly Flat C8D e - - -- - - - - -
Other County Areas . - 2,005 2,005 4,865 4,865 Co- 13,865 13,865

Sources:  Economic and Planning Systems, Inc. (EPS); wood Rodgers, Inc,

a As shownin EPS Draft Technical Memorandum (E! Dorado County Water Dermand Forecast) dated December 19, 2002 (based on data provided by purveyors,
b Used in current project, .

¢ Base year is 1999 for the Iniial Estimate and 2000 for Wood Rodgers eslimates.
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4. Prejected Water Demands

future water supply for agriculture in El Dorado County will need to be evaluated from a *“firm” yield

perspective. For purposes of this work, the definition of “firm” vield is as follows:

“Firm Yield” is the maximum quantity of water that can continuously be made available
from a water supply system without deficiency, each year, under hydrologic conditions

similar to the most critical dry period of record.

Since the critical dry period is usually taken as the period of lowest natural flow of record, the
possibility remains, as evidenced from tree ring studies completed by the Department of Water
Resources, that a period could oceur which is more severe in terms of magnitude and durat1on W1th
this probability recognized, it is deemed appropriate to use the “firm yield” concept to evaluate water

supply reliability for water use in El Dorado County.

4.5.1 LANDRESOURCES )

A discussion of agriculture necessitates an evaluation of the land resources available for agriculture.
Land suitable for agriculture but committed to irreversible land uses does not warrant attention in the
context of a water plan for El Dorado County. Accordingly, for land to be considered suitable for
agriculture in El Dorado County, it must meet certain criteria. For use in the evaluation, the land must

include:

1. Parcel siZes of 20 acres or more.

2. Soils suitable for agricultural production.

3. Slopes of less than 45 pefcent.

4. Located at an elevation of 3,000 feet or less.

Land meeting the above criteria is regarded as “Choice Soils” within the agricultufdl Coinmunity of

El Dorado County. Land that is within the criterfa of item 2. and item 4 above is identified as important
farmland according to the State of California Department of Conservation (Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Progrém — 2000). Information related to the slope criteria was developed by th'e U. S.
Department of Agriculture, Natural Resource Conservation District (SSURGO.— 2001). With respect to
the criteria of Item 1.., relating to existing parcels sizes of 20 acres or more, the El Dorado County
Planning Department (2001 Project Description) delineated Agricultural Districts that required parcels
be consistent with the 20-acre or more criteria. Land falling within the criteria is presented on

Figure 4-1. Additionally, the boundaries of the Agricultural Districts and the service areas of the El
Dorado Irrigation District (EID) and the Georgetown Divide Public Utility District (GDPUD) are shown

June 2003 El Dorado County Water Agency
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4. Projected Water Demands

on Figure 4-1. The Agricultural Districts were subdivided further with consideration given to grouping

the land as potential service areas for irrigation infrastructure.

As reflected in Figure 4-1, there is a considerable amount of land meeting the criteria for “Choice Soils”
located outside the Agricultural Districts, both within and outside the service areas of EID and GDPUD.
This is particularly the case in the southeastern part of the county where “Choice Soils” exist in large

contiguous units.

Presented in Table 4-7 is a breakdown of “Choice Soils” within the Agricultural Districts. The
breakdown is further refined in terms of land within EID-and GDPUD, as well as land qutside either
district. As noted in Table 4-7, a reduction 10 percent of the gross area was made to account for land
that would not be available for crops due to roads, irregular fields, and uﬁusable land.

’ TABLE 4-7
EL DORADO COUNTY POTENTIAL IRRIGABLE AGRICULTURAL LAND

Choice Soils With Slopes at 15% or Less

m ~N P g
o
=]
(o]

Areas Outside the Agricultural Districts With Slopes at 15% or Less
Choice Soils With Slopes at 15% to 50%

3,990
813
1,653
136
789
371
Areas Outside the Agricuitural Districts With Slopes at 15% to 50% - - 3,809
Subtotal ‘ 16,175

o~ ®» bk

¢“Georgetowrn Divide Piiblic Utility District.
Irrigated Land - 2000 ‘ - 1,195
Choice Soils With Slopes at 15% or Less 1 39
2 284
. 3 570
Areas Outside the Agricultural Districts With Slopes at 15% or Less - 1,202
Choice Soils With Slopes at 15% to 50% : 1 40
' 2 1,187
. 1,265
Areas Outside the Agricultural Districts With Slopes at 15% to 50% - 4,598
Subtotai ' 10,377
June 2003 : El Dorado County Water Agency
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4. Projected Water Demands

TABLE 4-7
EL DORADO COUNTY POTENTIAL IRRIGABLE AGRICULTURAL LAND

Other County. Areas
Choice Soils With Slopes at 15% or Less (Including Existing Crops} ‘ 1 110
9 280
10 635
11 1,778
12 - 749
13 481
14 1,719
Areas Outside the Agricultural Districts With Slopes at 15% or Less - 15,325
Choice Soils With Slopes at 15% to 50% (Including Existing Crops) 1 76
‘ 9 - 214
10 276
11 1,378
12 635
13 300
14 1,932
Areas Outside the Agricultural Districts With Slopes at 15% to 50% - 29,299

Subtotal

452 FUTURE IRRIGATED AGRICULTURE

As noted previously, future irrigated agriculture in El Dorado County will be influenced by policies of
the County, EID, and GDPUD related to land use, water supply, and water supply infrastructure.
Activity and inquiries of the water districts and Agricultural Commissioner’s Office regarding vineyards
and other permanent crops reflect a growing recognition of the desirability of the region from a
geographic and production standpoint. The combination of available “Choice Soils,” policies to support
expansion of the agricultural sector, and proximity to a rapidly growing metropolitan population provide
the foundation for a robust agricultural economy m El Dorado County. A projection in the fisture
irmgated agriculture of E! Dorado County was prdjected accordingly.

It is assumed for purposes of this study, the growtﬁ in agriculture would occur on “Choice Soils,” the
amounts and locations of which were presented on Table 4-7 and Figure 4-1. t is also assumed that
growth in the earlier part of the planning period {2010-2025) would occur on “Choice Soils” within
Agricultural Districts in the established water districts. In the later part (2025-2050), it is assumed the
growth would occur largely on “Choice Soils” within Agricultural Districts south of EID. The irrigated

Ei Dorado County Water Agency June 2003
Water Resources Development and Management Plan 4-18 12000
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4. Projected Water Demands

acreage shown in Table 4-7 reflects the total potential irrigable land on the western slope. Table 4-8
reflects the projected irrigated acreage through 2050 and the likelihood that water would be available to
agricultural areas in and adjacent to EID and Georgetown Divide PUD through this period. The
difference between the acreage in Tables 4-7 and 4-8 is acreage which could be put under irrigation in

the more distant future.

Presented on Table 4-8 is the projected area of agriculture for the years 2010, 2025, and 2050. As
shown, the projections are made according to the two water purveyors, EID and GDPUD, and to areas
outside the boundaries of the two water purveyors. The growth rates used for the respective time
periods are noted. In making the projection, the amount of land devoted to “Pasture and Other” was
assumed to have no net chaﬁge in acreage through the plan period. The overall increase in agricultural
land as presented on Table 4-8 was distributed according to the other two categories and presented on
Table 4-9.

TABLE 4-8
EL DORADO COUNTY AGRICULTURAL LAND USE - 2000, 2025 2050>°

El Dorado Irrigation District S 2,371 4,664 - 9,695 15,905
Georgetown Divide Public Utility District 1,195 2,350 - 4,885 ' 8,014
Qutside Purveyor's Boundaries 1,260 2,478 5,151 8,450

a Acreage represernits irrigated agriculture.
b Assumed growth rate of 7 percent per year for penods 2000-2010; 5 percent per year for 2010- 2025 and 2 percent
per year for 2025-2050. -

4.5.3 IRRIGATED AGRICULTURE WATER DEMAND

The irrigation water demand to support the pi'ojected growth in agriculture is based upon the application
of an average unit water use value of 1.3 acre-feet/acre for the crop category of Vineyafd, Christmas
Trees, Olive/Citrus, Berries, and 2.8 acre-feet/acre for the crop category of Deciduous Orchards.” These
unit water use lvalues all composite values based on California Department of Water Resources (DWR)
data and local agriculture community experience. The agricultural water demand is estimated for
growth within E1D and GDPUD aﬁd for areas outside the; established water districts and within the
Agricultural Districts in the soﬁth part of El Dorado County. The land and water use projection for

June 2003 El Dorado County Water Agency
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4. Projected Water Demands

TABLE 4-0
AGRICULTURAL LAND USFE’- 2000, 2010, 2025, 2050

‘Dec.i~duous E)rchards El Dorac;o |rrig;ation District 1,013 2] 2,400 5 4,700 1“‘ 5,200
Grizzly Divide PUD 7 11 20 20 600 4 800
Outside Purveyor’s Boundaries 224 7 440 55 700 2 1,500
Vineyard, Christmas Trees, | El Dorado Irrigation District 819 10 2,100 6 5,300 L 6,900
Olive/Citrus Berries Grizzly Divide PUD 74 35 1,500 8 4,500 2 8,500
Outside Purveyor's Boundaries | 1,022 3 1,340 5 2,200 5 7,400
Pasture and Other® El Dorado County 1,667 0 1,700 0 | 1,700 0 1,700

a Acreage represents irmigated agriculture.

TABLE 4-10

Rk
Deciduous Orchards 1,013 2,840 2,400 6,720 4,700 13,160 5,200
Vineyard, Christmas Trees, ’
Olive/Citrus Berries 819 1,060 2,100 2,730 5,300 6,890 6,900 8,970
Pasture and Other® ) 538 2,050 540 2,080 540 2,050 540 2,050

a Assumed no net change in total land use in this category.

June 2003 ‘
12000 4-20
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4. Projected Water Demands

TABLE 4-11
GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PUBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT IRRIGABLE AGRICULTURAL LAND USE AND WATER USE -2000, 2010, 2025, 2050

Deciduous Orchards 7 - 20 20 . 60 600 1,680 800 2,240

Vineyard, Christmas Trees, 74
Olive/Citrus Berries

Pasture and Other® 1,114 4,235 1,110 . 4,240 1,110 4,240 ' 1,110 4,240

a Assumed rio net change in total land tise in this category.

Notes:

1. Assumed water supply available to support agnculture expandrng equally on “Choice Soils” in Agriculiurat Districts 1, 2, and 3.

2. Assumed “Choice Soils” in Agricultural Districts are developed, as well as some land outside the Agricullural Districls.

3. Based upon unit water use value of 1.3 acre-fest/acre apphed to vineyard, Christmas trees, olive/citrus, betties, efc., and unit water use value of 2.8 acre-feet/acre applled to
deciduous orchards.

TABLE 4-12
OUTSIDE PURVEYOR'S BOUNDARIE IRRIGABLE AGRICULTURAL LAND USE AND WATER USE - 2000, 2010, 2025, 2050

Deciduous Orchards 224 . 830 440 1,230 700 1,960 1,500

Vineyard, Christmas Trees, 1,022 - 1,330 1,340 1,740 2,200 2,860 7.400 9.620
Olive/Citrus Berries _ : ] )
Pasture and Other® ) 14 45 14 45 14 45 14 45

a Assumed no net increase in this land use category.

Notes:
1. Based upon unit water use value of 1.3 acre-feet/acre applied to vineyard and Christmas trees, and unit water use value of 2.8 acre-feet/acre applied to deciducus orchards.
2. Assumed water supply available to support agriculture expanding equally on “Choice Soils" for Agricultural Districts 1, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, and 14.

June 2003 . : : ) El Borado County Water Agency
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4. Projected Water Demands

these areas are presented on Tables 4-10, 411, and 4-12, respectively. The projections assume that
water would be conveyed through newly developed infrastructure to supply water to the land outside
EID. '

The water demand figures in Tables 4-10, 4-11, and 4-12 are based on the “firm yield” basis explained
under Section 4.5. The water demand figures reflect the establishment of permanent crops for which

water supply cutbacks or fallowing are not feasible options.
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CHAPTER 5

Project Water Supply Needs

5.1 INTRODUCTION

El Dorado County, like the mountain counties in general, has limited water supply options. Publicly
developed surface water is the primary water source for the western slope of El Dorado County while
the Tahoe Basin portion of the County depends on groundwater for its supply. Groundwater on the
western slope and into the Sierra Nevada is limited due to the fractured rock nature of the sub-surface
geology; cdnsequently, the opf;brttmity for grouﬁdwatef storégé or .conjunctive. use projects within the |

County is very limited.

Population growth in the mountain counties region exceeds the statewide average because of the
movement of pedple to the foothills areas. In El Dorado County this is particularly evident in El Dorado
Hills. In addition, there has been an increased interest in agricultural development on the western slope,

. particularly in viticulture.

In this chapter the water supplies and sources needed to meet projected water demands will be presented

along with suggested projects to meet those demands.

5.2 - AVAILABLE SUPPLIES AND WATER DEMANDS

Existing water supplies for the various water purveyors are documented in Chapter 3, and projected
water needs for the high and low water use alternatives from the General Plan are presented in
Chapter 4. The existing supplies and projected water needs are summarized in Table 5-1. The
following sections present detailed information on water supply needs for the primary water purveyors,
including projected demands associated with development in Other County Areas, and potential
agriculture irrigation requirements. Available information on water supply options is presented,

together with updated cost estimates and implementation considerations.
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5." Project Water Supply Needs

TABLE 5-1

EXISTING WATER SUPPLIES / FUTURE WATER NEEDS (ACRE-FEET PER YEAR)

=

El Dorado Irrig;;\tioﬁ Disf;;ict - 43‘.2801 56,002 - '3;7',8
Georgetown Divide PUD 12,200 19,901 -186,102
Grizzly Ftat CSD 143 923 - 356
Other County Areas 7,406 17,647 - 9,857
Agriculture 2,005 11,860
Tahoe Basin 9,085 3,410 - 2,939

* Amounts obtained from Figures 11, 14, 19, and 20 of 417/03 EPS Water Demand Forecast.

5.3  ADDITIONAL WATER SUPPLIES REQUIRED

Water demands and future water supply requirements are based on the existing service territory of each
- water purveyor. Figure 5-1 presents the service territory of each purveyor within El Dorado County. In

addition, potential water demands associated with Other County Areas are considered. These potential

demands include water for residential and commercial development, as well as potential water

requirements for expanded agricultural use.

5.3.1 EL DORADO IRRIGATION DISTRICT

EID has numerous sources of water, fully described in the District’s Dmft Water Supply Master Plan
and summarized in Chapter 3 of this report. The primafy sources of water include Jenkinson Lake and
Folsom Lake pursuant to water service contracts with the United States Bureau of Reclamation (USBR)
and the South Fork American River and its tributaries in accordance with water rights that Pacific Gas

and Electric .Company (PG&E) transferred to the District in 1999.

EID provides water service to an eﬁtensive area, encompassing approxirnateiy 220 square miles from
Sacramento County to the west, the South Fork American Rj{fer to the north, the El.Dorado National
Forest to the east, and the North Fork of the Cosumnes River and Latfobe to the south. The EID service
area also includes a small area in Sacramento County, a porfion of Coloma and Swansboro north of the
South Fork American River, and the communities of Outingdale and Strawberry. As shown in

Figure 5-1, the District is further divided into three water supply management areas, including the

Eastern Region, the Western Region and the El Dorado Hills Regton.
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Figure 5-1
Water Purveyor Boundaries




5. Project Water Supply Needs

EID has adopted a “system firm yield” of 43,280 acre-feet per year. The system firm yield is based
upon the integrated management and use of all of the District’s water supplies. EID’s system firm yield
is calculated using a sophisticated computer model (the Abraham Model), which takes into account the
various water supply sources and their known hydrologic record, storage requirements, the system of
reservoirs, canals, treatmeﬁt plants and pipes, and monthly demand patterns. From this model, the

system firm yield is distributed between the three water supply regions as shown in Table 5-2.

; TABLE 5-2
EID SYSTEM FIRM YIELD BY REGION (ACRE-FEET PER YEAR)
= TR %% ] -

43,280 9,300 13,500 20,480

Table 5-3 presents an example of the main water supply components that would normally be utilized
from each water supply source to produce the system firm yield. These amounts vary from year to year
depending on the actual water available from each source and the District’s management and operation
of their integrated water supply and delivery system.

TABLE 5-3
NORMAL WATER SUPPLY DELIVERIES (ACRE-FEET PER YEAR)

43,280 7.550 15,080 20,450 : 200

Future Water Supply Requirements 7 _ _

Water demand forecasts for EID are presented in detail in Chapter 4 of this report. The demand
forecasts that were used by EID for development of the Draft Water Supply Master Plan, the No Project
and 1996 General Plan alternative, are comparable to those presented in Chapter 4. In addition to the
primary residential, commercial and other demand categories, current demand projections include

estimates of potential agricultural irrigation requirements.

This potential agricultural water demand is significant, and its water supply issues are addressed

separately in Section 5.5.

As discussed in Section 4.3.1, there are differences between the demand projectioris utilized by EID in
their draft Master Plan and those used in this report. Excluding the projected increase in agricultural
demands, these differences are shown in Table 5-4. After review, although the two demand forecasts

yielded different results for EID, the total water requirements for EID and the adjacent Other County

El Dorado County Water Agency June 2003
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

Areas were not affected. Therefore, the Coordinating Committee deemed the current EPS projections
suitable for the purpose of this Water Management Plan.
TABLE 54

DEMAND FORECAST COMPARISON EXCLUDING INCREASE IN AGRICULTURE DEMAND
(ACRE-FEET PER YEAR)

i

No Project ' 57,200 59,092 72,100 64,035
1996 General Plan 72,600 64,880 85,100 82,652

EID demand projections from December 2001 Draft Water Supply Master Plan.
EPS demand projections from March 2003 El Dorado County Water Demand Forecast, less the projected increase in
agricultural irrigation demands. .

- The 1999 Base year water demands-for EID were 37,806 acre-feet, compared to the system firm yield of
43,280 acre-feet. The EPS 2025 Projected demands range from 59,092 to 64,880 acre-feet, based on the
No Project and 1996 General Plan alternative, respectively. Similarly, projected build-out demands

range from 64,035 to 82,652 acre-feet.

The demand forecasts can be broken down into two major components: “residential/commercial”

demands, and “other” demands, including water for recreational turf services, ditches, latent demand,

unaccounted-for water and other beneficial uses. Increases in agricultural water demands are addressed

separately in Section 5.5. The projected increase in the residentialicommercial demand component
ranges from 14,783-19,528 acre-feet in 2025, to 20,415-36,060 acre-feet at build-out. The projected
increase in “other” demands is due primarily to latent demand and unaccounted-for wafer.

A breakdown of projected water dem_ands, including Vthé residential/commercial and other demands

components, is shown in Figure 5-2.

The demand forecasts can be further broken doWn into the water supply regions, which provide an
estimate of where the future demand for water will likely occur. Figure 5-3 presents the projected
residential/commercial water demand by region, for the base year and both the No Project and 1996

General Plan alternative.

A large percentage of the projected residential/commercial increase in demand is expected to occur in
the El Dorado Hills and Western Regions. Demands in the El Dorado Hills Region are projected to
increase from 4,889 to 15,857-17,385 acre-feet by 2025, while demands in the Western region may-
increase from 9,239 to 11,844-14,426 acre-feet. These trends are éxpected to continue beyond 2025

into the future,
June 2003 E# Dorado County Water Agency
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5. Project Water Supply Needs
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

The challenge for EID will not only be to develop additional water supplies to meet projected demands,
but to do so efficiently taking into consideration their water supply management and operational
constraints. For instance, much of EID’s current water supplies are located in the eastern portion of the
service territory. 'Historically, this has allowed for efficient operation, since EID maintains a well-
integrated system of water conveyance, treatment and transmission facilities, and has been able to take
advantage of elevation, thereby keeping pumping costs to a minimum. The demand for water continues
to increase in El Dorado Hills and Western Regions. This trend will affect EID’s ability to make most

efficient use of its water resources, while at the same time keeping operating costs to a minimum.

- 5.3.2 GEORGETOWN DIVIDE PuBLIC UTILITY DISTRICT
GDPUD's source of water is the Stumpy, Meadowé. Reservoir, located on Pilot Creek. The firm vield of
the reservoir is 12,200 acre-feet, which allows for critical dry year deficiencies in raw water and treated
water deliveries. Raw water from Stumpy Meadows Reservoir is released down Pilot Creek, where it is
diverted and conveyed through a series of transmission mains and ditches to the Lake Walton Water
Treatment Plant. Both raw and treated water is provided to the eastern portion of the service area,
including the communities of Georgetown, Greenwood, Garden Valley and'Kelsey. A system of pipes
and open ditches conveys water to the Auburn Lake Trails Water Treatment Plant and the western

portion of the service area including Cool and Pilot Hill.

The GDPUD water system is linear in nature, relying on Stumpy Meadows Reservoir to the east, and
the system of pipes and ditches, which conveys water down slope to the various places of use. The
District operates several small regulating reservoirs; however, with a break or outage n the primary
transmission system, the potential exists for water supply disruptions if the outage lasts for several days.
Future wéter supply options should consider the ability to improve redundancy and the level of water

service reliability, in addition to meeting projected water demands.

Future Water Supply Requirements |

Base year water demands for GDPUD were 11,097 acre-feet, which includes water supplies for M&I
uses, agri.culmral irrigation and system losses. This demand compares to the District’s firm yield
capability of 12,200 acre-feet '

Current demand projections include estimates of potential agricultural irrigation requirements. Similar
to EID, this potential agricuttural water demand is significant, and its water supply issues are addressed .

separately in Section 5.5.

N

T,
/ s
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

Excluding increases in agricultural demands, projected 2025 water demands within the District range
from 11,918 to 12,384 acre-feet, an increase of up to 1,287 acre-feet. Projected build-out demands,
which may occur well into the future, range from 13,507 to 17,306 acre-feet. This represents a potential

increase in demand of 6,209 acre-feet. These demand projections are shown in Figure 5-4.

NoProjoct 1996 General Plan

20,000 [
18,000
16,600
14,000
12000

10,000

Acre-FeetPer Year

8,000

6,000

4,000

2,000

2025 Buiidout 2025 Buildout
Year

: Figure 54
GDPUD Projected Water Demands Excluding Increase in Agricultural Demand
{Acre-Feet Per Year)

In the relatively near future, if the District continues to grow and the demand for water increases, a
supplemental water supply to the Stumpy Meadows Project will be necessary to meet District-wide
demands. A supplemental water supply would also reduce the magnitude and frequency of projected

water supply deficiencies during critical drought periods.

5.3.3 GRIzzLY FLATS CSD

Grizzly Flats Community Service District provides water service to the Grizzly Park subdivision and a
few large perimeter lots. The water supply to GECSD is provided by flows from North Canyon and Big
Canybn Creeks. The water is diverted into Eagle Ditch, where it flows to the raw water storage
reservoir and is treated prior to distribution. The surface water supply is supplemented by a small well,

which together provide a safe yield of about 167 acre-feet.

El Dorado County Water Agency June 2003
Water Resources Development and Management Plan 58 ‘ 12000
Draft - Subject to Revision
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Future Water Supply Requirements

The 1999 base year water demands for GFCSD were 157 acre-feet (reported water production in 2001
was 132 acre-feet). Projected 2025 demands range from 197-205 acre-feet per year, to up to 499-
1,066 acre-feet at build-out. At present, GFCSD does not have sufficient water supplies to serve all lots
within the service area through build-out. The system is vulnerable to water supply deficiencies during

an extended summer drought that may last well into October or November.

5.34 TAHOE BASIN

South Tahoe Public Utility District (STPUD) and Tahoe City Public Utility District (TCPUD) are the
two municipal water service providers within the El Dorado County portion of the Lake Tahoe Basin.
Several private water companies operate relatively small water systems, including the Tahoe Keys
Mutual Water Company, Lukens Brothers Water Cdmpany and Lakeside Park Mutual Water Company
in the south Tahoe area, and the Tahbe Cedars Water _Company, Tahoe Pines Water Company and

Glenridge Park in the west Tahoe area.

Groundwater is the primary source of supply for both the South Tahoe and Tahoe City Public Utility
District. STPUD operates a complek water system that provides service to 20 different pressure zones
with 28 wells. In 1996, the fuel additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) was detected in one of the
District’s wells. Since then, 13 previously active wells were shut do% due to MTBE contamination or
the threat of contamination. The District has conductéd extensive evaluations of options to restore water
supply caﬁacity, including new surface water supplies, new wells, rehabilitation of existing wells, water
conservation and wellhead treatment to remove MTBE. Results from these evaluations concluded that

treatment is the only viable option.

In El Dorado County, TCPUD operates the Rubicon system, located between Bliss State Park and

~ Meeks Bay. Water is provided by 3 wells, serving two different pressure zones.

Future Water Supply Requirements

In the El Dorado County portion of the Tahoe Basin, water demands are projected to increase from
9,085 to 11,566 - 12,362 acre-feet per year By 2025, and up to 12,024 - 12,495 acre-feet per year at
build-out. Figure 5-5 summarizes the potential water supply requirements for the Tahoe Basin,

including STPUD, TCPUD and the other areas, which include the private-water companies. _
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Water Demand Projections, Tahoe Basin (Acre-Feet Per Year)

The projected increase in demand is about 2,481 - 3410 acre-feet per year. This potential increase is

due to a combination of several factors, including new residential and commercial development,

redevelopment projects, which are replacing old development with high-quality lodging and related

guest facilitie s, and the potential for higher annual occupancy rates.

54  ADDITIONAL WATER SUPPLIES REQUIRED FOR OTHER COUNTY AREAS

“Other County Areas” represént large areas throughout El Dorado County that are not currently

provided municipal water service by one of the five purveyors. Individual domestic wells and small

community water systems or private water companies generally provide water service to these areas. In

the future, water service will likely be provided in the same manner; however, some of these Other

County Areas may potentially be supplied from an extension of service from one of the existing

purveyors.
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5. Project Water Suppfy Needs

541 OTHER COUNTY AREAS - WESTERN SLOPE

Figure 5-6 presents the potentlal water supply requirements for the Other County Areas - Westemn
Slope. The projected increase in water demand represents potential residential/commercial
development. Potential agriculture irrigation requirements for areas located outside of the current

purveyor boundaries are discussed in Section 5.5.
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Figure 56

Residential/Commercial Water Demand Pro;ectlons, Other County Areas —
Western Slope (Acre-Feet Per Year)

For the Western Slope, the potentiai increase in residential/commercial demand rangés from 9,857-

17,647 acre-feet per vear at build-out.

Due to the rural nature and relative low density of potential residential and commercial development in
many parts of the Countyl’s western slope, a significant amount of the new Other County Area water
supply requirements will be satisfied by individual domestic wells and small community or private
water systems. However, it is reasonable to assume that certain areas in close proximity to EID,
GDPUD and GFCSD, where the planned land use allows for a higher density development, may

eventually be provided water service.
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

A reasonable approach for estimating the amount of additional water that EID, GDPUD and GFCSD
may eventually need to supply for the residential and commercial needs in the Other County Areas 1s
presented below. This approach is one of many different ways to evaluate this issue, and the specific
~'water supply requirements will vary depending on the approach utilized. However, the results are
informative and should be taken into consideration when planning for the future water supply

requirements for the County.

Projected water demands are calculated by individual Traffic Analysis Zones. These water demands are
either associated with a water purveyor, or for the areas outside of existing service territory boundaries,
the demands were aggregated into the category of Other County Areas. Figures 5-7 and 5-8 depict the
spatial distribution of the Other County Area build-out demands for the No Pro; ect and 1996 General

Plan Altematlves

Many factors will determine whether. or not mun101pa1 water service will be prov;ded to portions of the
Other County Areas that have appropnate land use or zomng designations that allow for development.
From a water utility perspective, these factors include water supply availability, proximity to and
physical conditions to connéct. to an existing system, facility requirements to extend service, required
improvements to the existing system to accommodate the added demand, and the cost of providing

service, including both capital and operating expenses.

Taking these factors into consideration, spéciﬁc TAZ areas outside of existing service territory
boundaries were either “assigned” to EID, GDPUD or GFCSD, or left in Other County Areas. The
basic assumption is that the service territory of each water purveyor would be expanded in the future to
allow the provision of municipal water service to these areas. This information, together with the
existing service area boundary for each purveyor, is shown in Figure 5-9. Based upon this assignment

of TAZ areas, the additional water supply requirement for each purveyor is shown in Table 5-5.

TABLE 5-5
ADDITIONAL WATER SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS, BUILD-OUT OF OTHER COUNTY AREAS
RESIDMENTA  COMMERCIAL DEMANDS (ACRE-FEET PER YEAR)

No Project 8,711 960 0 190
1996 General Plan 15,094 ) - 2,180 0 ' 366
El Dorado County Water Agency June 2003
Water Resources Development and Management Plan 512 12000
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

Of these amounts, it is unlikely that the entire demand will be provided municipal water service due to
the factors discussed previously. Review of the spatial distribution of the Other County Area demands
presented in Figures 5-7 and 5-8 show areas where the density of potential development and proximity
to the existing systems may be “favorable” to providing water service in the future. These areas are
designated by different colors (green, purple and blue) representing areas with potential demands
ranging from 250-600, 600-1,000 and 1,000-1,350 agre-feét per year, respectively.

For EID, these favorable areas are génerally located in the vicinity of El Dorado Hills and south along
Latrobe Road, along Green Valley and Deer Valley Road, east of Swansboro Country, areas near Hwy
49 south of Placerville and south of Outingdale. In addition, all of the “island” areas within EID’s
existing service territory boundary are considered favorable areas. The allocation of demand between

- island areas and perimeter areas is an approximation based on limitations of the GIS database. For
GDPUD, the areas are located south and west of the current District service territory, near the
communities of Pilot Hill and Cool, and bounded by the North and South Fork American River. Using
this approach, no favorable areas are identified near GFCSD or within the Other County Areas not
assigned to a purveyor. The projected water supply requirements for these favorable areas are

summarized in Table 5-6.

TABLE 5-6
ADDITICNAL WATER SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS, BUILD-OUT FAVORABLE AREAS
RESIDENTIAL / COMMERC!AL DEMANDS (ACRE-FEET PER YEAR)

parsl LA Gy B

No Project 1,510 3,080 0
1996 General Plan 3,100 - 7,940 ‘i,318

The total potential residential/commercial water demands for the Other County Areas - Western Slope is
summarized in Table 5-7. The range in demand is the difference between the build-out of the favorable
areas and the total demand projected for the Other County Areas within each District’s Expanded
Service Territory. Individial domestic wélls and small community or private water syétems will most

likely service the remaining Other County Areas.

TABLE 5-7 '
WESTERN SLOPE ADDITIONAL RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL DEMANDS, BUILD-OUT OF OTHER COUNTY
AREAS (ACRE-FEET PER YEAR} .

...... i ok

8711 T 080 190

No Project

4,590
1996 General Plan 11,040 - 15,094 1,318 - 2,190 366
June 2003 ] : £f Dorado County Water Agency
12000 ) 515 Water Resources Development and Management Plan
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

55 POTENTIAL AGRICULTURE IRRIGATION REQUIREMENTS

Sections 5.3 and 5.4 presented the projected increase in water demands, excluding the potential for

increased agriculture irrigation throughout the Western Slope of El Dorado County.

Table 5-8 summarizes the projected additional water supply required for agriculture irrigation from the
information presented in Chapter 4. For the potential irrigation demands in Other County Areas, the
same methodology used to assign residential and commercial demands to either EID or GDPUD was
used to assign the potential irrigation demands. Following this approach, the demands from '
Agriculmrall District 1 were assigned to GDPUD and Agricultural Districts 9-14 were assigned to EID.

The potential agriculture irrigation requirements are substantial, totaling more than 43,000 acre-feet per
year of new demand. Infrastructure options (Water storage, pumping, and conveyance facilitiés) needed

to supply surface water to the potential irrigable areas are described in Section 5.6.7.

TABLE 5-8
ADDITIONAL WATER SUPPLY REQUIREMENTS, POTENTIAL AGRICULTURAL IRRIGATION
{ACRE-FEET PER YEAR)

EID - 5,850 22,580 . 13,623 _ 30,253
GDPUD : 4,351 17,530 242 13,421
Total 12,306 40,110 13,865 43,674

5.6  ALTERNATIVES TO OBTAIN WATER SUPPLIES

Over the years, numerous water supply alternatives have been investigated throughout El Dorado
County. Relying on available information from the County and water purveyors, the following sections

present several of the most promising water supply options for the future.

5.6.1 EID WATER SUPPLY OPTIONS — EXISTING SERVICE TERRITORY
EID has performed extensive evaluations of their water supply options, and continues to refine and
further evaluate alternatives as additional information becomes available. The water supply opﬁons

presented are based upon the findings from EID’s Draft Water Supply Master Plan', together with

1 See Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 4
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

supporting documents such as the Charles Abraham reports, El Dorado Irrigation District Water Supply
Study Part 112 and Part 11l Water Supply Study, EPS Growth Projection®,

The primary water supply alternatives identified by EID and considered in this Water Management Plan

include the following:

Folsom Lake Water Supplies — El Dorado Hills and Western Region

17,000 acre-feet of supplemental consumptive water rights associated with FERC Project
No. 184. Historically, FERC Project 184 water was used for power generation and other
non-consumpti\;'e uses. In 1991, EID and the County Water Agency jointly submitted an
application for diversion and consumptive use of 17,000 acre-feet from FERC Project 184.
In 2001, EID and the County- Water Agency obtained this water right, subject to certain
terms and conditions. It is estimated that EID will be able to begin making use of this
supply by 2005.

7,500 acre-feet from a proposed Water Service Contract with USBR for unallocated Central
Valley Project water authorized by legislation, Public Law 101-514 (Fazio Water). Under
this law, El Dorado County was allocated 15,000 acre-feet from Folsom Lake to serve the
futun: municipal and industrial (M&I) needs of both EID and Georgetown Divide Public
Ultility District.

Up to 4,560 acre-feet from re-diversion of existing pre-1914 ditch irrigation water rights
and Weber Reservoir Storage Rights. EID has several existing water rights that could be
rediverted to provide additional water supplies. Evaluations conducted by EID consider
two diversion locations: the existing diversion at Folsom Lake, and the proposed Bray
Reservoir site. The Bray site has been identified as a central location for a small regulating
reservoir and water treatment plant that could deliver water to the Cameron Park and

Shingle Springs areas.

New Reservoir Water Supplies — Eastern and Western Regions

5,950 acre-feet from Stage 1 of the Texas Hill Dam and Reservoir, and a total of 10,050
acre-feet from Stage 2. Located about 1-1/2 miles south of Plaéerville, on Weber Creek.
The water would supply the proposed Bray Reservoir and Treatment Plant. Currently, EID

owns about 75 percent of the land required for the Texas Hill Reservoir.

2 gee Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 10
See Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 11
El Dorado County Water Agency June 2003
Water Resources Development and Management Plan 5418 12000
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

= 11,250 acre-feet from the Alder Dam and Reservoir. Located in the El Dorado National
Forest near White Hall, the reservoir also has the potential for power generation. Two
alternative conveyance routes have been identified to convey the water to Jenkinson [ake
and/or Weber Creek, for treatment at the District’s existing Reservoir A water treatment

plant or the proposed Bray treatment facility.

In addition to these main scurces, a number of additional water supply options have been identified by

EID, including Squaw Hollow Dam and Reservoir, expanded Weber Reservoir, lining the Main Canal,

Jenkinson Lake flashboards, le ak detection program, Capp’s Crossing Dam and Reservoir and

supplemental recycled water supplies. Detailed information on these water supply options may be
-found in the District’s Draft Water Supply Master Plan.

- EID studied three primary water supply altematives and two demand projections, and determined the
associated treatment and conveyance facilities necessary to utilize the proposed water supplies. The
three alternative project configurations were developed based on different modes of operation. The
three project configurations include the Pumped Supply (Alteratives 1 and 1A), the Gravity Supply
(Alternatives 2 and 2A), and a composite of the best aspects of Altefnatives 1 and 2, referred to as the
Gravity/Pumped Supply (Alternatives 3 and 3A). EID performed thorough analyses that utilized the
Abraham Model, demand projections by water supply region, and the District’s hydraulic model of their
treatment, storage and transmission system to determine necessary infrastructure improvements and

system firm yield associated with each of the primary alternatives.

Based on the estimated cost of improvements, construction phasing and economic analyses that consider
both estimated capital and operating costs, EID identified Alternative 3 or 3A as the recommended
water supply and conveyance alternative, depending on which demand forecast is realized. Formal
action by the EID board to adopt Alternative 3 or 3A has not been taken as of this date. EID is
continuing to investigate new information and water management strategies inciuding integrated water

and wastewater resource planning to make the most efficient use of the region’s limited water resources.

For the purpose of this Water Ma'nagement Plan, it is assumed that EID will move forward with
implementation of the first phases of the water supply recomrﬁendations and facility improvements,
which are common to both Alternatives 3 and 3A. Figures 5-10 and 5-11 depict the current No Project
and 1996 General Plan water demand forecasts, excluding increases in agricultural irrigation, compared
to the system firm yield that would be provided by implementation of the primary water supply
alternatives identified in the EID Draft Water Supply Master Plan. Schematics of the two water supply

June 2003 El Borado County Water Agency
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5. Project Water Supply Needs.

alternatives and their associated treatment and conveyance facilities are shown in Figures 5-12 and

5-13.
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

Conclusions

As stated previously, the current EPS demand forecast is different than the projections utilized by EID
to determine the magnitude and timing of required water supply and facility improvements. Performing
updated model runs {Abraham, hydraulic and economic models) to make the recommended water
supply improvements consistent with the current demand projections was beyond the scope of this Plan.
However, comparing the proposed water supply and facility improvements from Alternatives 3 and 3A.
to the current demand projections allows one to draw several important conclusions from Figures 5-10

and 5-11, summarized as follows:

= The additional Folsom Lake supplies, including the 17,000 acre-feet of associated with
FERC Project No. 184, the 7,500 acre-feet from Public Law 101-514, and up to 4,560 acre-
feet from re-diversion of existing pre-1914 ditch irrigation water rights and Weber

- Reservoir Storage Rights, should allow EID to continue to provide service though 2025.

= Implementation of either Alternative 3 or 3A should provide sufficient water supplies to the
existing EID service area through build-out, based on both the No Project and 1996

General Plan demand forecasts.

» As presently configured, either alternative is sufficient to provide the water supplies
required to meet projected build-out demands within the existing service territory.
However, insufficient water sﬁpplies are available to provide service to Other County

Areas and meet potential increases in agriculture irrigation demands.

5.6.2 - EID WATER SUPPLY OPTIONS — OTHER COUNTY AREAS

The analysis presented in Sections 5.4 and 5.5 estimated potential residential/commercial development
and agriculture irrigation needs for Other County Areas. Providing water service to these areas is
subject to much uncertainty, but it is prudent to plan for these future water needs and consider what
changes to current water supply plans may be justified. The additional water supplies required to
provide for all of the demands associated with the existing service territory, plus additional residential,

commercial and irrigation requirements within the Other County Areas, is substantial.

To quantify the potential long-term water supply deficiency, Figures 5-14 and 5-15 present a
comparison of the primary water supply alternatives evaluated by EID, compared with potential

demands associated with both the 1996 General Plan and No Project demand forecasts, together with the
Other County Area residential/commercial and agricultural demands that could potentially be served by
EID.
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

From Figures 5-14 and 5-15, it is clear that the water supply projects presently being evaluated by EID
do not provide a firm vield sufficient to meet all of the potential demands identified in this Water
Management Plan. Even with the addition of both the Texas Hill and Alder Reservoirs, the estimated
firm yield of about 95,550 acre-feet is ohly sufficient to meet build-out of the 1996 General Plan
alternative within EID’s existing service territory, plus either a portion of the Other County Areas or
potential agricultural demands. Under the 1996 General Plan alternative, about 31,000 acre-feet of
potential demand associated with service to Other County Areas and agricultural areas cannot be

satisfied from this combination of water supply projects.

A firm yield of 95,550 acre-feet could potentially supply build-out of the No Project alternative, plus
large portions of the Other County Areas and potential agricultural demands. With the No Project
alternative, about 5,000 acre-feet of potential demand associated with service to Other County Areas

and agricultural areas cannot be satisfied.

At a minimum, EID should consider the water supply, treatment and distribution system implications of
providing water service to the identified Favorable Areas in their future planning. These areas are
located in the vicinity of El Dorado Hills and south along Latrobe Road, along Green Valley and Deer
Valley Road, east of Swansboro Country, areas near Hwy 49 south of Placerville and south of '
Outingdale, and all of the island areas within EID’s existing service territory. The potential demand
associated with these Favorable Areas ranges from 4,590-1 1,040 acre-feet per year, and would be
located primarily in the EI Dorade Hills and Western Regions. These additional demands may have
impacts to the phasing of EID’s pIanned improvements, such as the El Dorado Hills Raw Water Pump
Station and Treatment Plant, and the Bray Treatment Plant. | '

5.6.3 GDPUD WATER SUPPLY OPTIONS ~ EX!ST!NG SERVICE TERRITORY

Over the years, GDPUD has investigated numerous wafer supply alternatives. The 1992 Department of
Water Resources (DWR) report, “Georgetown Divide Water Management Study” evaluated a number |
of storage reservoir projects, pumping from the American River and diversion from the Rubicon River
Project. More recent evaluations conducted by the District refined the various project configurations
and cost estimates. A schematic of the existing GDPUD water system along with several of the most

viable water supply options for the future are shown in Figure 5-16.

Canyon Creek Dam Project _

Of the major storage projects considered by GDPUD, Canyon Creek Dam is identified as one of the
most promising. The Georgetown Divide Water Management Study describes the proposed facility as

Ei Dorado County Water Agency ' June 2003
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“centrally located in the service area, and it has a relatively high elevation, large tributary area and
potential to store GDPUD water from other sources.” DWR performed an updated evaluation of the
cost, yield and potential environmental impacts associated with the project. The proposed dam, with a
crest length of 980 feet and a height of 216 feet, would be located on Canyon Creek below the
confluence with Dark Canyon Creek, and would provide storage capacity of 17,500 acre-feet, Water
would be conveyed from Canyon Creek Dam to the existing GDPUD system through 2.6 miles of
pipeline and tunnel to a site north of Greenwood.

Stumpy Meadows would continue to serve by gravity most of the eastern portion of the District’s
service area, while the Canyon Creek gravity supply would be limited to the western and southwestern

portions of the service area below 2,000 feet in elevation.

Surplus water from Stumpy Meadows Reservoir could be conveyed in the existing GDPUD system and
~stored in Canyon Creek. Operated in conjunction with Stumpy

Meadows, Canyon Creek could add about 6,100 acre-feet of safe yield, or with conservation measures,

could increase the firm yield of the system by about 6,780 acre-feet.

Supplemental Water Supply from Rubicon River

The Rubicon River project involves a gravity diversion from the South Fork of the Rubicon River
between Sacramento Municipal Utiiity District’s (SMUD) Gerle Creek Reservoir and Robb’s Forebay.
This proposed diversion would serve as a drought supply, and would supplement the water supply
provided by GDPUD’s Stumpy Meadows Reservoir. Water would be diverted through approximately
2.6 miles of pipeline, which would follow the historical diversion route. Then the flow would be
conveyed to the headwaters of Pilot Creek through a new 2.6 mile tunnel, rather than follow the
historical ditch and flume route along the south face of the Rubicon River canyon. The pipeline and

tunnel would be sized to provide a diversion capacity of 25 to 30 cubic feet per second (cfs).

Once the water is placed into Pilot Creek, it would flow down the existing drainage where it would enter
Stumpy Meadows Reservoir. The proposed diversions would occur on an “as-needed” basis, and would
increase the yield of GDPUD’s existing storage reservoir by supplementing the natural Pilot Creek
flows when the reservoir is not expected to fill and spill. The District would then be able to draw down
the reservoir level more than their current operating practice allows, and could use more of the existing

storage pool rather than just during critical drought periods.

June 2003 El Dorado County Water Agency
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

The District has performed conceptual level hydrologic analyses to evaluate the potential diversion
requirements and feasibility of this option. Based on a demand level of 10,460 acre-feet, which
represents 94 percent of GDPUD’s existing demand, the supplemental water supply would only be
needed 2 percent of the time. When demands increase to 15,930 acre-feet, a demand level bevond the

projected 2025 time frame, the water supply would be utilized approximately 33 percent of the time.

Negotiation of an agreement for diverting water from the SMUD system is an important element of this

proposed project.

- GDPUD is also considering improvements to their surface water treatment facilities that would integrate
well wifh this project. A new water treatment plant near Greenwood would replace the existing Auburn
Lake Trails treatment plant, which would be abandoned. The new treatment plant would have more
capacity, initially about 5 mgd, and would be located in the distribution system at a point which would
also reduce demand on the existing Walton Lake Water Treatment Plant. The capacity in the Walton

plant would then be available to serve additional demands in the growing areas around Georgetown.

Folsom North Pumping Project

The Folsom North Pumping Project is a potential project that would help meet the District’s water needs

in the western portion of the service area, including Cool and Pilot Hill. The proposed water source for

this project would develop a water éupply from PL101-514 (“TFazio Water”), which enables GDPUD to

develop up to 7,500 AFA of M&I water from the North Fork Amelidan River. Operated in conjunction

with Stumpy Meadows, the project could provide a supplemental supply to help meet projected water
demands beyond 2025.

The proposed project would share an intake structure and pump station site on the North Fork American
River with the Placer County Water Agency near the Auburn Dam site. A pipeline would be
constructed across the river, follow a ridge line up to a small regulating reservoir, and then be pumped
again to a water treatment plant site in the Cool vicinity. As conceived, a 21-inch diameter pipeline
about 16,000 feet in length would be required, with a capacity of about 25 cfs. The static lift from the
North Fork American River to the treatment plant site 1s approximately 1,080 feet. The compiete

'proj ect would-require a regulating reservoir approximately 100 acre-feet in size, water treatment plant

and related piping to ntegrate with the existing water distribution system.

A number of potential operating strategies can be considered. For example, one Strategy would be to

operate the Stumpy Meadows Project to provide the safe yield to the eastern service area, with no water
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

supply deficiencies. Water would then be supplemented from the Folsom North Pumping Project when
the Stumpy Meadows supplies are msufficient to meet the western service area needs. Water supply
deficiencies would not be required until the supply from both the Stumpy Meadows and Folsom North

Projects are insufficient to meet District-wide needs.

Based on existing demand levels of about 11,000 acre-feet per year, this operating strategy would
require supplemental water supplies from the Folsom North Project about 1 percent of the time.
Average annual pumping would be minimal, with the maximum annual pumping estimated to be about
2,174 acre-feet during critical dry years. When demands increase to 16,150 acre-feet, a demand level
beyond the projected 2025 time frame, the water supply would be utilized 100 percent of the time.
Average annual pumping would be 3,500 to 4,800 acre-feet per year, with the maximum annual

pumping estimated to be about 5,678 acre-feet during critical dry years.

Water Conservation

The District’s ongoing management practicés and conservation programs to reduce losses in the water
conveyance system by lining ditches with gunite, replacing ditches with pipelines, and improving
operations that affect losses, will have a value in increasing the life of the present water supply.

GDPUD estimates that operational losses account for up to 3,000 acre-feet of water per year. Improved
water supply efficiency will decrease the amount of water required from any of the water supply
projects under consideration. However, conservation alone will not be sufficient to meet the projected
demands within the GDPUD service area, and eventually, implementation of an additional water supply

supplemental to the Stumpy Meadows Project will be necessary.

Conclusions

Each of the water supply options presented have not been subjected to a rigorous evaluation to
determine the respective increase in system firm yield that would result from their implementation.

The operation of the GDPUD system would be coordinated to maximize the combined yield of Stumpy
Meadows Reservoir together with the water supply alternative implemented. For comparison,

Figure 5-17 presents preliminary system firm yield estimates based on reported information associated
with each of the main water supply options considered, compared to both the No Project and 1996
General Plan demand forecasts. Note that the demand forecasts presented-do not include potential

residential/commercial demands from Other County Areas, or projected increases in agriculture

irmgation.
El Dorado County Water Agency June 2003
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Several conclusions may be drawn by comparing the identified water supply improvements to the

projected increases in water demand.

= Without implementation of a new water supply project or additional management pracﬁces
and conservation programs to reduce losses in the water conveyance system, demands
equal to the existing system firm yield may be reached by 2020 or earlier under the 1996

General Plan demand forccast.

* Implementation of any one of the water supply options should provide sufficient water
supplies to the GDPUD service area through the year 2025, based on both the No Project

and 1996 Genera! Plan demand forecasts.

Implementation of any one of the water sﬁpply options sﬁould provide sufficient water supplies through

build-out of the existing GDPUD service area based on the No Project demand forecast.
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5.6.4 GDPUD WATER SUPPLY OPTIONS — OTHER COUNTY AREAS

Additional water supplies to meet the residential/commercial build-out demands of the Other County

Areas within the Expanded GDPUD Service Territory range up to 2,433 acre-feet per year. This does

not include projected increases in irrigation demands. Implementation of any one of the water supply

options should provide sufficient water supplies through build-out based on the No Project Demand
Forecast. Implementation of highly sufficient water management practices and conservation programs

will also be needed to supply the 1996 General Plan Demand Forecast.

5.6.5 GRizzLY FLATS CSD WATER SuPPLY OPTIONS

Grizzly Flats has investigated a number of water supply alternatives. The March 1994 Water Supply
Reconnaissance-Level Study? and the May 1988 Reconnaissa_nce Investigation of Off-Stream Storage5,
both by Borcall.i. and Associates, Inc., provide detailed information about the alternatives considered.
Construction of an off-stream storage reservoir is the recommended water supply improvement to

increase the system’s safe yield.

Seven different reservoir sites were investigated. Based upon the findings from thé evaluvation of the
alternative off-stream storage sites, the latest report recommends that GFCSD pursue funding for the-
design and construction of the Spring Flat Reservoir site. The Spring Flat Reservoir would provide a
storage capacity of 350 acre-feet, and would increase the safe yield to approximately 500 acre-feet,
This water supply project would provide sufficient water to meet demands beyond the 2025 timeframe,

but may be insufficient to meet the projected build-out needs for the area.

Future improvements are also under consideration. Lining the upper portions of the side slopes of the
existing raw water reservoir would reduce leakage, and increase the safe yield. of the existing systern.
GFCSD is also considering reserving the option to purchase the land encompassing the Potts reservoir
site. The Potts site has limited storage capacity, but it could potentially be supplied water from the
Steely Fork Cosumnes River, thereby providing a second water supply source for the District.

5.6.6 TAHOE BASIN WATER SUPPLY OPTIONS

In 1968, the joint California — Nevada Interstate Compact Commission adopted the “California —
Nevada Interstate Compact”, allocating water in the Lake Tahoe, Truckee River, Carson River and
Walker River Basins. Rétiﬁcation of the Compact by the U.S. Congress is pendiﬁg; however, it has

been accepted in both states as the only comprehensive basis available for allocating water rights. The

4 See Appendix A {Bibliography}, No. 3
See Appendix A (Bibliography), No. 4
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Interstate Water Compact sets the total amount of water that may be diverted for use in the Lake Tahoe
basin at 34,000 acre-feet per year.. Of this total, 23,000 acre-feet per year is allocated to California, and
11,000 acre-feet per year to Nevada, This water allocation includes all sources, such as groundwater,

springs and surface water from tributary streams and Lake Tahoe.

In July 1994, the California State Water Resources Control Board issued a Draft Policy for water
allocation in the Lake Tahoe Basin. To date the policy has not been finalized. The Draft Policy
suggested that the 23,000 acre-feet per year allocated to California be further divided between public
and private lands in three zones, A, B and C as shown in Figure 5-18. Zone C roughly corresponds to
the boundary of STPUD, and was proposed an allocation of 12,493 acre-feet per yeér. The proposed
allocation includes water use for municipal water systems, domestic and recreational systems, private
well users and golf courses. An estimated 884 acre-feet per year is also allocated in Zone B to the

_TCPUD and the private water systems within El Dorado County.

The Draft Policy allocation of water within El Dorado County, which corresponds to an estimated
13,377 acre-feet per year, represents a water resource constraint in the Lake Tahoe Basin. The
allocation appears to be sufficient to provide for projected water demands through 2025, and build-out

under either alternative considered.

The draft policy allocation is an important issue that should be closely monitored in the future, as fhere
are no other sources of water suppIy available witfﬁn the Lake Tahoe Basin. Trends of increased |
occupancy and landscape irrigation will place additional demands on the resource from existing
customers. Additional water conservation measurés and more thorough monitoring of all water, uses.
within the basin may be necessary to ensure that the.allocated water resources are sufficient to meet the

future needs of_ the Tahoe Basin.

5.6.7 WATER SUPPLY OPTIONS FOR AGRICULTURE
Potential water supply requirernénts for agriculture on the western slope are about 43,000 acre-feet per
year of new demand. When agriculture demands are added together with other forecasted M&I water

demands, the total demand exceeds the identified firm yield of the water supply options evaluated.

To encourage and promote continued agriculture development, their demands must be integrated and
balanced with other needs for water throughout the County. Presently, both GDPUD and EID supply
over 10,000 acre-feet of water per year for agriculture, which does not include existing agriculture water

use in the Other County Areas. The south County, for example, has developed a good agricultural base

(
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without the benefit of a water supply system, relying instead on individual wells and stock water ponds.
A substantial amount of additional agriculture could be supported if a regional water supply were

developed.

Developing an expanded water supply for agriculture has its own opportunities and challenges. An
agriculture demand distribution is different than a M&I demand, with irrigation geﬁerally occurring over
an 8- to 9-month season, rather than year round usage. Agricultural use does not necessarily require a
potable water supply, so raw water and highly treated wastewater effluent may be a viable alternative in
certain locations. There is some flexibility in reducing agricultural demands during drought, potentially
extending limited water supplies for M&I customers. In return, existing and new Mé&I customers may
respond more favorably to long-term water conservation measures if the conserved water is used to
increase their drought reserves and provide a water supply for agricultural development. Lastly, a broad
financial base must be developed to suppdrt a multi-use water supply project that includes agricultural

needs.

Several multi-use water supply development projects have'been investigated in the past. For example,
the Cosumnes River Division, Initial Phase, Central Valley Project, investigated the feasibility of
developing a water supply for both El Dorado and Amador County in 1968. This feasibility report
considered a number of reservoirs on the Cosumnes watershed, including Nashville, Aukum and P+Pi
Reservoirs. At that time, the estimated construction cost for the initial phase of development was
approximately $174 million. Today, the cost of a similar project would approach $1 billion, and there
are many more constraints that would need to be satisfied. New water supply projects will need o be
creative and flexible, and be configured to satisfy multiple benefits, including power supply,
environmental and recreation needs, in addition to supplies for M&I uses, long-term drought reserves

and agriculfural requirements.

One example of a project that could potentially benefit both M&I and agricultural needs is presented
below. The projected demand associated with Agriculture Districts 9-14, located in the southem portion
of the County, is 12,650 acre-feet. Some portion of this demand could potentially be served through
EID’s existing reservoir system and/or Crawford Ditch. This option might inciude releases from the
proposed Alder Reservoir to Jenkinson Lake into Sly Park Creek, which could then be diverted from the
creck into a new pipeline near the crossing with Crawford Ditch. Winter diversions from the Cosumnes
River using the Crawford Ditch, which is generally not in use for M&I needs at that time, could also be

considered to provide an agricultural water supply.

June 2003 El Dorado Counly Water Agency
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A pipeline could be constructed generally following the alignment of County Route E16 through
Somerset, past D’ Agostini Ranch to Mt. Aukum. This pipeline alignment would be approximately

9.5 miles in length, but could serve as a backbone transmission main that could supply water to existing
and/or new stock water ponds. If a suitable site could be developed, a new off-stream reservoir could

also be supplied by this transmission main and provide added capacity for local irrigation water storage.

In any case, an agricultural water supply that proposes to use existing or planned M&I storage or
conveyance facilities will need to be thoroughly evaluated to determine potential benefits or impacts to

the firm yield of the municipal water system.

Conclusions

Additional Water su;iply requiremenfs for agriculture are comparable' td that required for future M&l
needs. When evaluating new water supply prbjects, such as Alder Reservoir in EID or the Rubicon
Diversion in GDPUD, the needs of agriculture and other beneficial uses should be considered and
evaluated as an integrated system. In addition to integrating agriculture needs with planned M&I

improvements, the County should continue to investigate the following options:

1. Wastewater “scalping” facilities on major sewer interceptors that could provide treated effluent
seasonally to local agricultural areas. Scalping facilities are typically small package treatment plants
that divert a portion of the flow from a sewer interceptor, treat and disinfect the wastewater to reuse
standards, and discharge any solids from the process back into the interceptor for treatment and
handling at the main treatment facility. The treated effluent is locally available for irrigation and/or

industrial processes that do not require potable water.

2. Development of off-stream stofage reservoirs and additional stock water ponds that could be
supplied by seasonal direct diversions. It has been reported that approximately 500 stock water

ponds are currently in use within the County. -

Districts 9-14 could potentially be served from EID’s existing reservoir sizstem and/or Crawford Ditch.
This option might include releases from Jenkinson Lake into Sly Park Creek, which could be diverted
from the creek into a new pipeline near the crossing with Crawford Ditch. Winter diversions from
Crawford Ditch could also be used to provide a portion of the water supply required. From that
location, a pipeline could be constructed generaily following the alignment of County Route E16
through Somerset, past D’ Agostini Ranch to Mt. Aukumn. This pipeline alignment would be

approximately 9.5 miles in length, but could serve as a backbone transmission main that could supply

Ef Dorado Couny Watsr Agancy ' | June 2003
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water to existing ranch reservoirs. New off-stream reservoirs could also be supplied by this

transmission main and provide added capacity for local irrigation water storage.

57 COSTS OF ALTERNATIVES

A number of different water supply alternatives for El Dorado County have been presented. The
alternatives include new or expanded storage reservoir projects, direct diversion projects, and major
waler treatment and conveyance improvements required to deliver the water from the source to the place
of use. A summary of the water supply alternatives considered in this Management Plan is presented in
Figure 5-19.

The timing and capacity of new water supply improvements will be subject to many factors, including
actual demands, the provision of water service to Other County Areas and additional irrigation demands.
Other factors that will also affect implementation of any water supply project are institutional and |
regulatory requirements, environmental considerations and cost. Following is a summary of the

estimated cost for each of the water supply alternatives considered. Institutional and environmental

considerations are presented in subsequent sections of this report.

Table 5-9 summarizes the estimated build-out capacity colsts for the water supply alternatives
considered in this Water Management Plan. Conclusions and Recommendations, including cost
estimates where appropriate, will be developed in the Final Report. The cost estimates were derived
from existing studies and reports, and are based upon varying levels of investigation and analysis. More
detailed information on the original cost estimates for each option is included in Appendix E. The cost
estimates should be considered preliminary, but they serve to compare the magnitude and relative costs

of the water supply alternatives considered.

For EID, significant costs will be expended in the future to make use of the additional water supplies
available from Folsom Lake. Expansion to the El Dorado Hills Water Treétment Plant and construction
of new transmission mains will be required to serve the growing demands in the El Dorado Hills and
Western Regions. The actual demands to be supplied by EID within their existing service territory, to
Other County Areas, agriculture or for other beneficial uses will determine when additional
improvements and a reservoir project, such as Alder or Texas Hill Reservoir, will be required. Build-
out capacity cost estimates are provided for EID’s water supply alternatives 3 and 3A, as well as other

potential options.
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TABLE 5-9 -
COST ESTIMATES - BUILD-OUT CAPACITY WATER SUPPLY ALTERNATIVES

Treatment Capacity

El Dorado Hills WWTP . $12,700,000 $5,715,000 ' . $18,415,000 $19,038,000
Bray WTP $17,000,000 $7.650,000 $24,650,000 $25,484,000
Bass Lake WTP . $15,000,000 $6,750,000 $21,750,000 $22,486,000
Subtotal Treatment Capacity $44,700,000 $20,115,000 ) $64,815,000 : $67,008,000
Reservoir improvements ' -
Reconstruct Reserveir 10 : $800,000 $360,000 $1,160,000 $1,198,000
Expand Weber Reservoir $410,000 $185,000 $595,000 $615,000
Expand Bass Lake _ $1,800,000 $810,000 " $2,610,000 $2,608,000
Alder Dam and Reservoir $42,000,000 $18,900,000 - $60,900,000 $62,962,000
Subtotal Reservoir Improvements $45,010,000 $20,255,000 $65,265,000 $67,474,000
Transmission and Distribution System $49,067, 000 $22,080,000 $71,147,000 $73,556,000

Water Supply Alternative 3A
Treatment Capacity

El Dorado Hills WTP : $16,000,000 : $7,200,000 - §23.200,000 $23,985,000
Subfotal Treatment Capacity $16,000,000 - 87,200,000 . $23,200,000 $23,985,000
Reservoir Improvements ’ ) ' ’ o : '

Reconstruct Reservoir 10 : $800,000 $360,000 $1,160,000 $1,199,000
Subtotal Reservoir Improvements $800,000 $360,000 $1,160,000 $1,799,000

Transmission and Distribution System $18,753,000 $8,438,000 $27.192,000 - $28,113,000

Texéé Hfll Dar;ﬂ and 'R‘e:ée't;vow

000,000 $16,200,000 - $s2200000 $53,967,000

Mt. Aukum Agriculiure Supply" S oo $15,600,000 . $15,600,000
June 2003 El Dorado County Water Agency
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TABLE 5-9
COsT EoTIMATES BUILD-OUT CAPACITY WATER SUPPLY ALTERNATIVES

Treatment Capacity Options’

Coof Water Treatment Plant (3 mgd) $3,000,000 $1,350,000 ' $4,350,000 $4,827,000
Greenwood Water Treatment Plant {5 mgd) -- - $10,000,000 . $10,000,000
Reservoir improvements - Project Options ) ) 7
Canyon Creek Dam Project $34,000,000 $15,300,000 $49,300,000 $75,418,000
Folsom North Project’ $1.000,000 $450,000 $1,450,000 $1,642,000
Transmission and Distribution System - Project Options . ,
Rubican River Project - - $25,800,000 o $25,800,000
Canyon Creek Dam Project’ $11,400,000 $5,130,000 $16,530,000 $25,287,000
" Falsom Nerth F’rojrec’tb . -~ $4,440,000 $1,998,000 $6,438,000 $7,292,000

eservoir Project $3,504,000 $1,577,000 $5,081,000 $5,726,000
Flats Community Services District $3,504,000 $1,577,000 $5,081,000 $5,726,000

New / Replacement Groundwater Production Wells?. $4,750,000

Total STPUD { TCPUD

$4,750,000

a EID Water Supply Master Ptan, December 2001 (ENRCCI: 6401, 11/2001)

b Prefiminary Report - Folsom North Pumping Project, Sierra Hydrotech, September 1997 (ENRCCE 5851, 09/1897),

¢ Georgetown Divide Water Management Study pg. 50, Estimate as of July 1686 (ENRCCIL 4332, 07/1986)

d- March 2003 (ENRCCI: 6627}

e GFCSD Reconnaissance Investigation of Off-Stream Storage, Borcalli & Associates, May 1998 (ENRCC!: 5881, 05:'1 998)

f  GDPUD Supplemental Water Supply from Rubicon River, Sierra Hydrotech, August 1988, cost estimate updated June 2003.

g STPUD Draft 10-Year CIP Budget, 2003 .

h  Pipeline costonly; no storage or supply component.
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

The cost of the next acre-foot of incremental water supply for both the Georgetown and Grizzly Flats
areas will be high. Several water supply options are available, but neither GDPUD nor GFCSD has a
broad financial base to fund a major water supply project that could cost $5 to $10 million or more. To
provide for managed growth within the Districts, creative funding options that support implemeﬂtation

of a new water supply project will need to be investigated.

5.8  INSTITUTIONAL ISSUES

Institutional issues anticipated to affect the various water supply alternatives are discussed below:

5.8.1 SACRAMENTO WATER FORUM10

The Water Forum is a diverse group of business and agricultural leaders, citizens groups,
environmentalists, and water managers and local governments in Saérarhento County and water
managers in Placer and El Dorado counties. ks objective was to a) provide a reliable and safe water
supply for.thé region’s economic health and planned development through 2030, and b) preserve the
fishery, wildlife, recreational, and aesthetic values of the lower American River. The group negotiated
the Water Forum Agreement, which sets forth detail understandings on how the region will deal with
key issues such as groundwater management, water diversions, dry year supplies, water conservation,
and protection of the lower American River. EDCWA, EID and GDPUD have not been included in the
Water Forum Agreement, having issues that were not resolved as part of the Agreement; however, EID
and GDPUD have executed procedural agreements with the goal of negotiating acceptable agreements

specific to these two agencies to resolve remaining issues.

5.8.2 FAzZIO WATER

The El Dorado County Water Agency (EDCWA) is the contracting agency for 15,000 acre-feet of water
for municipal and industrial (M&I) use allocated to El Dorado County from the American River by the |
federal government under PL-101-514, the so-called "Fazio Water". This water would be provided to
EDCWA for diversion from Folsom Lake or for exchange on the American River upstreain from
Folsom Lake for other Central Valley Project (CVP) water. The contracting agency for the federal
government is the Bureau of Reclamation (USBR). EDCWA is in the process of preparing the EIR/EIS
for the water supply contract, and EDCWA will then enter into contracts with EID and GDPUD for use
of this water. EID would divert its share of this water from Folsom Lake, but GDPUD would have to
affect an exchange with Placer County Water Agency (PCWA) to divert GDPUD's share at PCWA's
planned pumping plant just upstream from Folsom Lake. This water could be exchanged only for other

June 2003 Ef Dorado County Waier Agency
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5. Project Water Supply Needs

CVP water and would not be available for exchanges involving water further upstream in the Americé.n

River system not allocated to the CVP.

5.8.3 SACRAMENTO MUNICIPAL UTILITY DISTRICT

SMUD is negotiating with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in connection with re-licensing
of SMUD's Upper American River Project, which provides water for SMUD's hydroelectric power
generation. El Dorado County water interests are among those participating in discussions with SMUD.
The re-licensing deals with power generation only; it does not deal with water allocation. The water
involved in the SMUD project has been assigned to the City of Sacramento (City), and obtaining water
from the UARP would mvolve increasing storage in the UARP and negotiating with the City for the
water. Any assignment of water to GDPUD from the SMUD project would require payment to SMUD

for cost of power foregone or exchange for that water from another source.

A Master Memorandum of Understanding1 1 was executed in 2002 between SMUD, EDCWA and EID
establishing the general governing principles and framework within which to develop and implement a

Joint Benefit Investigation Plan and other actions of mutual benefit to the parties parallel to the
relicensing of the UARP.

5.8.4 CITY OF SACRAMENTO

The City has extensive rights to American River water through a contract with the USBR covering
245,000 acre-feet of water from Folsom Lake; this water includes water assigned to the City from
SMUD’s UARP. A Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), initially between SMUD and EID and
Tater joined by the City, provides that studies be undertaken to develop options for use of SMUD/City
water by El Dorado County and that the options developed by presented to the City ‘for review. As part
of this MOU process, the possibility of exchanging Fazio water for City water to divert upstream from

Folsom Lake should be explored.

5.8.5 COSUMNES RIVER

The Cosumnes River is an unregulated stream and often dries up in the summer in its lower reaches. An
option for water supply to the south area of El Dorado County could be to divert water to offstream
storage on a seasonal basis through a permit from the California State Resources Control Board. .
Informal contact with Board staff indicates that water is available for appropriation during winter
mornths and that filings could be made directly or for appropriation of a portion of the state filings on the

old Nashville Dam project.

El Dorado County Water Agency June 2003
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59 DROUGHT CONSIDERATIONS (WESTERN SLOPE)

The water needs for the western slope of El Dorado County are for the most part supplied from surface
water sources; groundwater supplies a small fraction of the western slope's needs and is not a reliable
supply for supplementing water demands during drought periods. There are several alternatives or
combination of alternatives the County might consider that could provide backup supplies in drought
periods. Each of these altematives or combinations would require extensive study to determine their
feasibility in terms of hydrology, available water supplies, cost, and public acceptance, and then to

determine the level of drought nisk acceptable to the community.

5.9.1 ° OFFSTREAM STORAGE

- Reservoir sites off main watercourses would be located so that they could provide supplementary water
supply to treatment plants and to raw water customers. Rights to divert water from a stream or river to
storage during high water flow plerio_ds would have to be obtained from the State Water Resources
Control Board. Water would then be diverted to storage over a period of time to these reservoirs as
water was available and in conformance with the water right permit. These reservoirs would then carry
over storage from year to year and would be drawn down to provide a backup supply as needed during

periods of water shortage.

5.9.2 RESERVOIR ENLARGEMENT

Existing and planned reservoirs that have the physical feasibility to be enlarged by raising dams and
embankments could be operated to reserve the additional water impounded to supply drought needs.
The same need to obtain water rights and to divert water in conformance with the water right permit as

described above would apply.

5.9.3 Groundwater Banking |
Groundwater banking is a concept whereby water is stored in a groundwater basin and then pumped out
when needed. An entity that wishes to bank water for later use (storing entity) must enter into an
agreement with the agenéy overlying (overlying agency) the groundwater basin and pay the overlying
agency to store water in the basin either by injection, infiltration, or in-lieu recharge. The latter method
is accomplished rby the overlying agency foregoing pumping groundwater and substituting' surface water
use to allow the basin to recharge naturally. When the storing entity wishes to call for the stored water
subject to the conditions of the agreement, including payment, the overlying agency would pump
groundwater and forgo its surface water use, leaving the surface water in the stream system for benefit

of the storing entity. Such a process is not possible in El Dorado County because of the absence of a
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groundwater basin capable of storing sufficient water. Following are a couple of examples of agencies

that could provide water banking and exchange for El Dorado County.

* Sacramento County Groundwater Basin - The north area of Sacramento County has
formed the Sacramento Groundwater Authority for the purpose of managing the
groundwater basin in that area, The Authority has conducted two successful pilot projects
to test the banking and exchange concept in that basin. Interest has been expressed by
Authority management in exploring the potential for a banking and exchange project with
El Dorado County. '

=  Central Valley Groundwater Basin - A bankihg and exchange program is being operated
by the Semitropic Water Storage District in Kern County. A similar type of arrangement as
described above with the Sacramento Groundwater Authority could be irxveétigated with

Semitropic

Drought Cycles

Dr. David Jones, professor emeritus, Department of Geology and Geophysics, University of California
at Berkeley, working with the Citizéns for Water group in El Dorado County has investigated
hydrologic cycles affecting the American River during the past century and compared this historic
record with information form past centuries derived from tree ring studies. This comparison shows that
droughts in past centuries were more severe and of longer duration than any drought experienced during
the last century. The historic data show a period of declining rainfall followed by 30 years of normal
rainfall, with the remaining part of the century characterized by highly variable conditions. Tree ring
data substantiate a similar cyclical pattern extending back to 1600, but with longer periods of drought.
These data show that long-term drought is part of the normal climate pattern and suggest the need to
plan for drought emergencies by providing additional storage for drought protection. A copy of Dr.
Jones' paper is included in Appendix G.
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CHAPTER 6
Environmental Constraints

6.1 INTRODUCTION

Alternative water supplies and facility infrastructure have been identified and discussed in previous
chapters. Each alternative and their individual components have been developed as a potential means of
meeting water demands in El Dorado County (County) through the year 2025. The key watér_ purveyors
include the El Dorado Irrigation District (EID), Georgetown Divide Public Utility District (GDPUD),

and Grizzly Flats Community Service District (GFCSD) in the Western Slope area and the South Tahoe
Public Utility District (STPUD) and the Tahoe City Public Utility District (TCPUD) in the Tahoe Basin
area. It is recognized, however, that smaller water companies and private wells also supply water to

“QOther County Areas” (OCA),Awhich are not serviced by the five major purveyors.

According to preliminary investigations, GFCSD, STPUD, and TCPUD have sufficient water resources
to meet projected service demands through 2025 and, therefore, have no need of securing additional
water supplies at this time. As discussed previously, several alternatives have been proposed for EID
and GDPUD to meet projected water demands through 2025. ‘These alternatives are described fully in

previous chapters.

6.2 OBJECTIVE OF THIS CHAPTER

* As part of the overall water development master piaﬁning process, the identification of relevant and key
environmental issues represents a significant objective of this effort. By providing a generalized review
of the likely environmental issues and associated regulatory processes that would be applicable for each
alternative, each water purveyor would be better prepared to proceed with these actions when, and if,
they choose to do so. This effort is intended in its scope to identify broadly the key environmental

issues of each altemative or alternative component.

Much of the initial focus concentrated on key biological issues and associated environmental regulatory
processes, which are known to date. With the current status of the El Dorado County General Plan, the
application of other key environmental issues such as traffic, growth, and land use to the identified

alternatives may be premature, at this point.
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8. Environmental Constraints

6.3 METHODS OF ANALYSIS

Various methods of analysis were used along with a variety of sources. Primarily, the information and
databases were obtained and reviewed from archival sources. No ﬁeldwork. or independent field

verification <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>